
The only person I ever heard say emphatically her deer solution worked perfectly was a wonderful  80± 

year-old woman who every night made her husband go “mark” the borders of her vegetable garden (a la 

coyotes).  She said she never had a deer problem although all her neighbors did.  

So you want to stop deer from eating your landscape . . .

On the other side are plants 

said to be distasteful to deer 

of one plant.  Try a wide variety of 

selections.  Plant them in clumps sur-

rounded by a decorative mulch.  You 

can always buy more of the ones you 

Saplings and trees 

usually suffer the most 

during the fall/winter 

“rutting” season.  

Bucks rub velvet from 

their antlers and do 

chauvinistic male things 

that may cause damage 

(similar to their human 

counterparts who get 

overly excited at foot-

ball games).  Protect 

the trees if this bothers 

you.  It’s just nature at 

work.

Deer seem to especially love. . . 

Asian jasmine   •   Chrysanthemums   •   Crepe myrtles   •   Daylilies   •   Geraniums

Hibiscus   •   Impatiens   •   Indian hawthorne   •   Phlox   •   Red tip photinas

Roses   •   Spirea (bridal wreath)   •   Wisteria

Have you checked out your neighbors’ yards?  What is surviving in their yards may be 

your best source for ideas on what to plant.  
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to like.  So even if you switch to no-deer plants, you may still have to barrier the place for a while. And they have 

different areas eat different things; so not every plant on every list will work in every yard.  Also: what works this 

the street who spent a fortune on deer food has moved.

 • Just remember  . . . deer love tender young leaves, even on bulbs, perennials and shrubs they will ignore once 

out plants.  Some say if you will put a wire mesh cage over a new young shrub 

or tree, the deer may still get to the tender leaves (and will be less likely to 

it becomes well established, and the leaves get tougher, deer might be more 

likely to leave it alone.

 •  Strips of metal hanging from poles are said to scare deer away.  I suspect 

skittish.  How about one of those noise makers that are triggered by someone 

would trigger a radio to come on when  pulled.  Some recommend feeding 

deer in another part of the yard.  This might work with limited populations.  

But often there are more deer than you can afford to feed. 

eer have a strong sense of smell 

- particularly for new, young green 

growth.  Try sprinkling these odor-

iferous items below around the 

plants or on leaves ... or pack into 

bags and hang from branches:  

 •  Scented shaved soap

 • Rotting eggs 

 • Bloodmeal

 • Human hair

 • Creosote

 • Curry powder

 • Coyote urine (available in 

some nurseries.  How do you sup-

pose they collect it?)  

of water. Spray on plants.  

Some thoughts on deer 

problems from Brenda Beust Smith, 
Houston Chronicle “Lazy Gardener” 

(http://blogs.chron.com/lazygardener/)

& Brenda’s Garden (www.guidrynews.com)

Deer don’t 

seem to like daffodils much.

Some thoughts on deer & gardening from 

Brenda Beust Smith, Houston’s “Lazy Gardener”

“Lazy Gardener and Friends Houston Garden Newsletter”
(Based on Brenda’s 45-year Houston Chronicle column)

www.natureswayresources.com (click on 

Archives’  lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com

Would love to hear about plants your deer do/don’t eat & where you live! 

Brenda Beust Smith, Houston’s “Lazy Gardener” — lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com

www.natureswayresources.com (click on ‘Archjves’) 



leading horticulturist. When he invited me to work on a 
Houston Garden Newsetter after I left the Chronicle, 

John, a nationally-recognized soil, mulch & organics 
expert, and I do weekly columns.  

In addition, we have — without exception  — 
the MOST extensive calendar of Greater Houston 

Area horticultural & ecology-oriented events 

Boggles my mind every week. 

We welcome input & comments.To sign up or see sample 
newsletters, log onto www.natureswayresources.com
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