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​Nature's Way Resources is proud to
produce & email you this free weekly
newsletter. We have no ads, but sponsors
do graciously help support this project as a
public service. Please note their names
below & show your gratitude for this free
service by patronizing their businesses!

Nature's Way Resources owner John
Ferguson, "The Lazy Gardener" Brenda
Beust Smith and Pablo Hernandez
welcome your feedback and are so grateful
to the many horticulturists who contribute
their expertise.

Click here to join our email lis t

CLICK HERE for PDFs OF PAST LG&F NEWSLETTERS

“In laying out a garden, the first and chief thing to be considered is the “genius of the

place.” -- Alexander Pope (1688-1744) English poet and satirist. 

WIPE THOSE SMILES OFF, PROFESSIONAL
LANDSCAPERS -- WE CAN FIND 'GENIES' TOO!

by Brenda Beust Smith | The Lazy Gardener

Understand the quote at top? I didn't until I researched it after reading
Stephanie Barron's "Jane and the Genius of the Place." ("Jane", as in Jane

Austin)

The "genius loci " was the protective spirit of a place  ". . . harmonious

connections to history, geography, local culture. . .?" and much, much
more. What fun!  

Professional landscapers are probably smiling at my naivety, but we lazy
gardeners don't sweat that sort of thing. We plant and hope all are happy
enough to root 'n' grow! Yet this concept is a delight and made my
gardening more fun.  
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To find the "Genies of YOUR place," consider these key points:

1. What are unique characteristics and spirit of YOUR landscape (think of
whole place, not just one garden spot)? What do people notice/comment
on when viewing your property for the first time?

2. What about your garden is MOST important to you? Make you
smile?  Remind you of favorite places, people, or events? Attracts wanted
wildlife into your life? Makes you proud? 

3. Does your yard "fit in" with surrounding natural environment? Do you
want it to? Or rather it 'stands out.' 

4. Is it Nature-friendly? Are you ok with whatever you answer? 
 
No right or wrong answers. It's what's in YOUR head, YOUR heart (and won't
bring HOA knocking on your door, of course). 

Tried this on my yard, and all I could come up with is "this" ____ makes me
smile . . . or . . . wish "that" ____ would go away." Can't have things 100% all
the time! But hope your "Genius of the Place" musings help make easier
difficult decisions on what to put where!  Who else would tell you these
things?  

* * *

HAPPY 5th BIRTHDAY, 

HOUSTON BOTANIC GARDEN!

So many people worked for so long to make this 132-acre treasure a reality. (I
vividly remember co-founder Nancy Thomas almost in (happy!) tears with best
friend Sally McQueen Squire (my editor/publisher) when they realized this
garden really was becoming a reality after decades of dreaming and



planting. Now, much bigger plans are in the works. Don't miss this opportunity
to see, learn, and celebrate the birthday of this now incredible Greater Houston
Area treasure! Relevant links:

Sept. 18: "Discounted admission – 5th Anniversary of Grand Opening - Houston
Botanic Garden
Sept. 20: Go Bananas festival – Go Bananas! - Houston Botanic Garden
Sept. 27: presentation on first 5 years - Developing Texas Grit - Houston Botanic
Garden

* * *

SPOTLIGHTING: NEW STARS . . .  THE ANNUAL GARDEN CLUB
OF HOUSTON's BULB MART  often offers cacti and other
outstanding succulents. But this time the spotlight is brighter. To name just a
few (left to right), Co-Succulent Booth Chairs Michelle Williams and Stephanie
Shanks are especially delighted with . . .

Zebra Plant (Hawarthiopsis fasciata) left above)  Good-looking
succulent, best grown in a container to protect from rain. Likes full sun
and temps 40° to 100°. Water after soil dries out, every 1-2 weeks
depending on temperatures. Propagate by dividing plants at the root.

    
Ghost Plant (Graptopetalum paraguayense) Sometimes described
"difficult to grow, its gray color looks great mixed with other succulents,
The Ghost Plant is well-suited to Houston’s weather. Mostly planted in
containers protected from rain, though occasional light rain is fine. It
prefers 5-6 hours of full sun and infrequent watering (every 2 weeks in
mild weather, 1 time per week in hot summer). Pinched off a stem with
some leaves and put in dirt. It will root and grow. Protect from
temperatures below 20°.

 
 String of Pearls (Curio rowleyanus) Fairly easy to grow in a container,
String of Pearls makes a great show trailing over edges of pots. It likes
full sun. Water when soil dries out, more frequently in hot weather. It
prefers temps 40°-100°, but will tolerate a little cold. Protect from winter
cold temps.       

​

THURS-SAT., OCT. 9-11: 83rd BULB & PLANT MART by GARDEN CLUB OF

HOUSTON, 

5-7pm Thurs; 9am-3pm Fri; 9am-1pm Sat., St. John the Divine, 2450 River Oaks Blvd. 

gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-info/

https://hbg.org/event/5th-anniversary-of-grand-opening/
https://hbg.org/event/go-bananas-2/
https://hbg.org/event/developing-texas-grit/
https://5soogdmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jHatSptTLyrMrqdWNibNRO6ICiN-3Q9llMrQeGddmEvFk2-JFsExbJ6K0vokEsvj7mzDlv8-EgBMzvkpoNjTlecglPn4bZeJwrb-ciSxsPpd6Z3TL3dPXx0mlNvBRnIuDdfm9kNcyD2KuHEnxPUv-DiK3ems130sTq4R4cJ3XJhimO6nkHgsjQ==&c=xKSjzZzJ8OoGykp5GYRWJgUrFXXm35HU3D_sFJ7EANar3Z8C1G3XXA==&ch=Rc227gB6w42XYbxH-kK15D9IP-Iy7Bz4nNskhM1tu2-2mIbMGj84_Q==


ATTN. GARDEN/PLANT GROUPS --

Nature's Way Resources offers free guided
tours of NWR's extensive nursery/soil/mulch
enterprise to plant-oriented, organized
groups. As usual, NWR's now-expanded
meeting site is free to above groups.
Reservations a must for both. Great time to
visit!

SUBMITTING A CALENDAR EVENT? For best chance of getting it in

next upcoming newsletter, submit in exact requested format (see top of

calendar below. Reformatting by us may = delay in publication)

* * *

Want to receive The Lazy Gardener & Friends weekly newsletter?

Subscribe

Address questions, suggestions, and your successes to lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com

Brenda Beust Smith's column in the

LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER

is based on her 40+ years as the Houston Chronicle's Lazy Gardener

Email: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com

 

John's Corner
NEWS FROM THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF SOIL
AND PLANTS #346

Subject: Hardwood Bark Mulches

Many mulches can be useful or bad depending on how they are used. Also,
many different types of mulches are called by the same “common name”. In
our area, hardwood mulch is produced predominantly from our many species
of oak trees.

Historically, 50 years ago, we had millions of cubic yards of bark aging for
many years and naturally turning it very dark. This long aging process allowed
many of the toxic chemicals in the bark to biodegrade. All the old, aged bark
was used up many years ago, hence hardwood bark today is very different that
20 years ago.

Bark mulches are made from the protective outer layer of trees and are

https://www.natureswayresources.com/
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produced as a by-product of the lumber and pulp industries. Since outer bark is
designed as a protective layer for the tree, it tends to be low in nutrients. Tree
barks frequently contain the chemical suberin, a naturally occurring substance
that waterproofs (helps bark shed water) and prevents the bark from being
broken down by soil microorganisms. In addition to suberin, barks contain
waxes that also help waterproof the tree. Hence, the suberin in the bark can
slow or retard the growth of some plant species. Additionally, barks contain
very little energy-releasing compounds used by the soil microorganisms that
are extremely important to soil and plant health. 
 
All organic materials that were once alive have a C:N ratio (Carbon to
Nitrogen). For example, bark mulches (both pine and hardwood) have a C:N
ratio of near 500:1. Healthy, fertile soil is 30:1.

The first problem a gardener or landscaper encounters is nature will break
down these mulches over time, but it requires a lot of nitrogen (along with my
other nutrients or elements). To do this, the microbes use nitrogen in the soil,
taking it away from the plants. As a result, the plants become stressed,
resulting in increased disease and insect pressure.
 
To reduce this problem, many gardeners require a lot of toxic, expensive
synthetic fertilizer, resulting in hidden costs, which then creates other problems
from compaction and hardpan, to increased disease and insect damage.

Another problem a gardener or landscaper encounters when they use
hardwood bark is an increase in both plant and soil diseases. Barks have
chemicals in them to kill microbes and prevent decay. These chemicals, along
with those mentioned above, include turpentine, phenolics, tannins, etc., that
kill the good microbes needed for plants to be healthy and absorb nutrients
from the soil. Without good microbes, the pathogens have no natural control,
and often expensive and toxic fungicides are required. Pest insects such as fire
ants love this type of environment as they have no natural predators. Again,
another hidden cost.

Often, hardwood barks tend to float away in the rain and make a messy
situation that customers do not like. Hardwood bark mulches tend to become
hydrophobic and repel water, keeping it from entering the soil.
 
They also often seal the soil with ugly fungus mats and slimes, preventing air
(oxygen) from entering the soil. Again, we get increased disease, drought
stress (wilting), poor growth, and increased insect damage. (another hidden
cost).
  
The picture below is a photo of Dog Puke Fungus. AS it grows it seals the soil
preventing air and water from entering.



Often, the barks are not given time to darken naturally; hence, to darken or
color the mulches, toxic chemicals and dyes may be used, which have been
discussed in the previous article.

Large pieces of bark are slower to break down and less likely to blow and
wash away than finely ground pieces, but they are considered more difficult to
work around.  Any bark that is high in tannic acids and phenols is potentially
harmful unless thoroughly composted and leached.  

Fine-ground pine bark packs down and prevents oxygen from reaching the
soil.  It is difficult to get wet; it sheds rain after it dries out and prevents
moisture from reaching the plant's roots.  Often, when trees are dying from
disease, they are cut for pulp or lumber, and the diseased bark ends up being
sold to consumers.

Many tree biologists, anatomists, arborists, soil ecologists, and other experts
now recommend that bark-based mulches be avoided.  Dr. Alex Shigo at the
University of Georgia, a leading tree expert, has several papers posted on the
Internet about this subject.  

The natural chemicals in pine bark tend to kill off many species of beneficial
microbes that naturally attack and prey on fire ants and termites; hence,
problems with these insects are reported to be more common when bark is
used.

 

Click below to learn more about mulch in detail from Nature's Way Resources.

Newsletter Archive

https://www.natureswayresources.com/?s=mulch


 

​LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
​HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER

CALENDAR EVENTS

WANT EVENT IN RIGHT AWAY? FOLLOW RULES!
-- ONLY GREATER HOUSTON AREA NONPROFIT GROUP EVENTS --

Expect delay if we must reformat: 3-LINE (max) EXACT FORMAT:

DAY, DATE: TITLE (by NAME if talk), time, site. Sponsor (if not in title).

website/phone (NOTE CAPITALS VS lower case)

Gardening events ONLY! No harvest, cooking, arranging, etc .
ONLY events sent SPECIFICALLY TO US FOR CALENDAR are used!
NO events picked up from flyers -- NO PDFS! TYPE IN EMAIL ONLY.
Don't add city unless not "Houston." (Don't add "Houston")
Submit to: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com. Check published entry!

THURS., SEPT. 18: LEARN TO GROW PICKLES by ERIKA RUTZ, 10–11
am, Mercer Visitor’s Center, Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens, 22306
Aldine Westfield Rd., Free, Register: pct3.com/MBG

FRI., SEPT. 19: BROMELIAD MEMBERS SALE by BROMELIAD SOCIETY
HOUSTON, 7pm, West Gray Multi-Service Center, 1475 West
Gray. bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

SAT., SEPT. 20: THE JOHN FAIREY GADEN SALE, 10am-2pm, Hotel St.
Augustine, 4110 Loretto Dr.  jfgarden.org

TUES., SEPT. 23: FALL PLANTING GUIDE by ISABELLA FOWLER, 10:30
am–noon, Mercer Visitor’s Center, Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens,
22306 Aldine Westfield Rd. Free. Register: pct3.com/MBG
​ 
SAT., SEPT. 27: LEAGUE CITY GARDEN CLUB “BEAUTIFUL BACKYARD
VIBES” GARDEN TOUR, 10am-4pm, League City, TX, $20 per person.
leaguecitygardenclub@gmail.com

WED., OCT. 1: WORLD OF DAYLILIES by LORIS GARRETT, 9:30-11:30 am,
Webster Presbyterian Church, 201 W NASA Pkwy Webster. Free. Gardeners
by the Bay  www.gbtb.org

SAT. OCT. 4: PLUMERIA WINTER CARE by GALVESTON COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS. 1-3pm, AgriLife Extension Bldg., Carbide Park, 4102-

mailto:lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com
http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
http://jfgarden.org/
http://www.gbtb.org/


B Main St. (FM 519), La Marque. Free. txmg.org/galveston/events/

THURS-SAT., OCT. 9-11: 83rd BULB & PLANT MART by GARDEN CLUB
OF HOUSTON, 5-7pm Thurs; 9am-3pm Fri; 9am-1pm Sat., St. John the
Divine, 2450 River Oaks Blvd. gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-info/

FRI., OCT. 10: MERCER GARDEN TOUR by HORTICULTURE STAFF, 9–10
am, Mercer Visitor’s Center, Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens, 22306
Aldine Westfield Rd. Free, Register: pct3.com/MBG

SAT., OCT. 11: GROWING CITRUS by MONTGOMERY COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 9-11am, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, 9020 Airport Rd.,
Conroe 936-539-7824, mcmga.com

SAT., OCT. 11 : ANNUAL FALL PLANT SALE by WALKER
COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS, 9am-noon, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Office on 102 Tam Road, Huntsville. TXMG/walker.org

SAT., OCT. 11: FALL VEGETABLE/HERB PLANT SALE by FORT BEND
COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS, 9am-noon, Bud O'Shieles Community
Center, 1330 Band Rd, Rosenberg, 281-633-7029, https://fbmg.org 

SAT. OCT. 18: 4TH ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL & PLANT
SALE by GALVESTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS. 9am-2pm, La
Marque. Free Admission. More info at: https://txmg.org/galveston/events/

SAT., OCT 18: FALL PLANT SALE by MONTGOMERY COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 9am-noon, Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, 9020 Airport Rd.,
Conroe 936-539-7824, mcmga.com

SAT., OCT. 18: PINES & PRAIRIES NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS
PLANT SALE, 9:30am-1pm,, New World Botanical, 2701 Lone Star Parkway,
Montgomery

SAT., OCT. 18: TEXAS ROSE RUSTLER FALL MEETING AND CUTTING
EXCHANGE, 10am –1pm, Nature’s Way Resources, 101 Sherbrook Circle,
Conroe, . Free. (Bring rose cuttings)  texasroserustlers.com

SAT, OCT 25: POLLINATOR PLANT SALE. 8am-3pm. Mercer Arboretum &
Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine Westfield Rd., Humble.

SAT., OCT. 25: CLEAR LAKE NATIVE PLANT CHAPTER SALE, 8-10:30am,
UHCL 2700 Bay Area Blvd. clear-lake-chapter@npsot.org

TUES., OCT. 28: CONTAINER GARDENING by BRUKENDRA FILMORE,
10:30–1:30 am, Mercer Visitor’s Center, Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Gardens,
22306 Aldine Westfield Rd., Free. Register: pct3.com/MBG

SAT., NOV. 8: GROWING TOMATOES & PEPPERS by ANGELA
CHANDLER, 10am–12:30pm, Mainland City Centre,10000 Emmett F Lowry,
Texas City, $35. College of the Mainland. 409-933-8461; Register

If your event didn't get in right away, probably was set aside to be
rewritten in our exact, never-changing format (See top of calendar)!

Your choice!

 

If we inspire you to attend any of these, 

please let them know you heard about it in . . .  

THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER! 

& please patronize our Newsletter & Calendar sponsors below! 

https://txmg.org/galveston/events/
https://www.gchouston.org/bulb-plant-mart-info/
http://mcmga.com/
http://walker.org/
https://fbmg.org/
https://txmg.org/galveston/events/
http://mcmga.com/
http://www.texasroserustlers.com/
mailto:clear-lake-chapter@npsot.org
https://com.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassInfo.ClassInformation&int_class_id=2536&int_category_id=0&int_sub_category_id=0&int_catalog_id=0


If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact us

​at 936-273-1200 or send an e-mail to: lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com
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About Us

BRENDA BEUST SMITH
 
WE KNOW HER BEST AS THE LAZY GARDENER . . . 

but Brenda Beust Smith is also:

  * a national award-winning general feature writer & editor
  * a nationally-published writer & photographer 
  * a national horticultural speaker
  * a former Houston Chronicle reporter
   
When the Chronicle discontinued Brenda's 45-year-old Lazy Gardener" print column --
started in the early '70s as a fun side-project to reporting -- it later was said (at that time)
to rank as the longest-running, continuously-published local newspaper column in the
Greater Houston area. The name, she says, is not just fun, it's true.

Brenda's gradual sideways step from general reporting into also doing gardening reporting
led first to an 18-year series of when-to-do-what Lazy Gardener Calendars, then to
her Lazy Gardener's Guide book which morphed into her Lazy Gardener's Guide on
CD, which she now emails free upon request (lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com)

Brenda became a Harris County Master Gardener and, over the years, served on the
boards of many Greater Houston area horticulture organizations. She hosted local radio
and TV shows, most notably a 10+-year Lazy Gardener specialty show on HoustonPBS
(Ch. 8) and her call-in "EcoGardening" show on KPFT-FM. 

For over three decades, Brenda served as Assistant Production Manager of the GARDEN
CLUB OF AMERICA'S "BULLETIN" magazine. Although still an active broad-based
freelance writer, Brenda's main focus now is THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER with John Ferguson and Pablo Hernandez of
Nature's Way Resources. 

A native of New Orleans and graduate of St. Agnes Academy and the University of
Houston,  Brenda lives in Humble, TX, and is married to the retired Aldine High School
Coach Bill Smith. They had one son, Blake.

Regarding this newsletter, Brenda is the lead writer, originator of it and the daily inspiration
for it. We so appreciate the way she has made gardening such a fun way to celebrate life
together for such a long time.

About her column, Brenda says: "I don't consider myself a 'garden writer.'' I started out
50+ years ago as a very lazy "gardening reporter." I still feel that way today. I hope my
columns inspire/help newcomers, but I do not write to them. I write to very experienced
gardeners who want to expand their horizons.
 
JOHN FERGUSON
 
John is a native Houstonian and has over 35 years of business experience. He owns



Nature's Way Resources, a composting company that specializes in high quality compost,
mulch, and soil mixes. He holds a MS degree in Physics and Geology and is a licensed
Soil Scientist in Texas. 
 
John has won many awards in horticulture and environmental issues. For years he
represented the composting industry on the Houston-Galveston Area Council for solid
waste. His personal garden has been featured in several horticultural books and "Better
Homes and Gardens" magazine. His business has been recognized in the Wall Street
Journal for the quality and value of their products. He is a member of the Physics Honor
Society and many other professional societies. John is the co-author of the book Organic
Management for the Professional. 
 
For this newsletter, John contributes articles regularly and is responsible for
publishing it.
 
 
PABLO HERNANDEZ
 
Pablo Hernandez is the special projects coordinator for Nature's Way Resources. His
realm of responsibilities include: serving as a webmaster, IT support, technical problem
solving/troubleshooting, metrics management and quality control.
 
Pablo helps this newsletter happen from a technical support standpoint. 
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