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FRIENDS Nature's Way Resources is proud to
NEWSLETTER produce & email you this free weekly
newsletter. We have no ads, but sponsors

HOUSTON GARDEN ) .. do graciously help support this project as a
public service. Please note their names
below & show your gratitude for this free
service by patronizing their businesses! To
become a sponsor, call (936) 273-1200

Nature's Way Resources owner John
Ferguson, "The Lazy Gardener" Brenda
Beust Smith and Pablo Hernandez
welcome your feedback and are so grateful
to the many horticulturists who contribute
their expertise

Click here to join our email lis t
CLICK HERE for PDFs OF PAST LG&F NEWSLETTERS
NOTE: Below, Brenda's regular column will return soon.

Recognize all these as Gingers? They are! Find names at:
Mercer's March Mart ginger sale preview. More in Spotlight Article below!

“All gardening is landscape painting.”
— Alexander Pope(1688-1744), English poet

NOT YARD-HAPPY?
QUIT THINKING
ABOUT ACTUAL PLANTS!

Is there a gardener anywhere who -- no matter
how happy with "most" of the yard -- doesn't
secretly have a corner/other area that
"tightens the jaw"™? Now, while weather is
zigzagging, is a good time for visual
homework. Listen to pros - the internet is
loaded with advice. They all start same way:

FORGET ABOUT ACTUAL PLANTS!
Instead look at your yard from every different perspective -- street view,
window views (upstairs & down), your car, your neighbors' yards. Look up, all
way around (we so seldom do this!). Front and down, etc.
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Look PAST your own yard when you walk past, out the doors, getting out of
the car for 1. sights you love and 2. sites to hide. Which off-sight do you hope
visitors will see? Or, which do you hope hope they overlook?

Can you pull the eye to good (or away from dislikes) using spectacular flowers,
distinctive greenery, decorative latticework (especially for eye-drawing blooms),
etc. Remember, actual plants are a future decision. Decide first what TYPE of
problem you're solving.

Most folks look down more than they look up. Want your yard to look bigger?
Plant to pull the eye upward, expanding perspective. Again, think shapes, not
plants! Can an existing plant be pruned from sides to make it grow taller --
maybe more narrow? Or pruned from the top (ok with shrubs, not trees) to take
up more horizontal space (helps reduce weeds!). In our subtropical area,
plants often grow more vigorously than described.

Tricks can help a small yard look bigger if that's what you want:

e Pavers laid diagonally or winding make an area look bigger,
especially if wider the far end.

e Another "enlarging" trick: warm colors (red, orange, vivid yellow) up
close and cooler colors (pinks, purples, blues) farther back.

e Large leaf plants, especially at the far end, can create a sense of
depth.

e Trellises not only provide vine support and to pull the eye upward,
they can help create the illusion of changes of levels that make
garden look bigger.

e Reflective and light-coloured materials and flowers at far end make a
yard feel larger. Bright, hot colours and darker shades have a
dwarfing effect so are best up close if making a yard look bigger is
your goal.

e Once you collect all this info, you're ready for your plant search!

* % %

ONE OF OUR MOST RELIABLE, WINTER-/SUMMER-HARDY BLOOMERS
ARE THE GINGERS. New colors/sizes of flowers are constantly becoming
available. In our Spotlight Article below Houston's Ginger Lady CEIL DOW
touts gingers that will have serious growers drooling with anticipation, All will be
available at Mercer Botanic Gardens' MARCH MART, Fri.-Sat., March 22-23 at
22306 Aldine-Westfield. Online Preview (no sales)
/friendsofmercer.com/march-mart-plant-preview--no-online-sales.html

Go early if you want the best choices at March Mart, a great way to celebrate
Mercer Botanic Gardens' 50th Anniversary in style. Nearly 1,200 rare plant
varieties will be available, handpicked for not only high quality and uniqueness,
but also for their great success rate in our Greater Houston area. This year's
collection especially honors 'Thelma's Collection," a special showcase featuring
unique and cherished plants personally cultivated by Thelma Mercer herself
decades ago. Preview (no online sales)

FIRST:



https://friendsofmercer.com/march-mart-plant-preview--no-online-sales.html

e DON'T MISS NATURE'S WAY REASOURCES BIG SPRING
GARDEN FESTIVAL!!! (Info below)

e AND....IMPORTANT UPDATES FOR SUBMITTING CALENDAR
EVENTS.

SUBMITTING CALENDAR EVENTS? PLEASE READ!
Greater Houston area calendar events-ONLY! , NEW RULES. ..
EVENTS MUST BE OPEN TO &
CAPABLE OF HANDLING PUBLIC ATTENDENCE
Use ONLY this (3-line max) format & style for FASTER INCLUSION.
DAY, DATE: TITLE by NAME (if talk), time, address, Fee/free.
Sponsoring group (if not in title). website/phone (NO MOREY)
e Only events submitted specifically for LG&F calendar are used
e No events picked up from flyers / NO PDFS! TYPE IN EMAIL
Actual gardening/plant events only. No harvesting, cooking, arranging,
etc.
All events on-site and in Houston unless otherwise noted
Making us re-format to fit our style may delay publication
EMAIL TO: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com
ALWAYS PROOF PUBLISHED VERSION WORDING & TEST EMAIL LINK
YOU are responsible for telling us about cancelled events!
REMEMBER: EVENTS MUST BE OPEN TO -- & CAPABLE OF --
HANDLING POTENTIALLY LARGE PUBLIC ATTENDENCE

* * *

Brenda Beust Smith's column is based on her 40+ years as
Houston Chronicle's Lazy Gardener --- Email: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com
Note: This column focuses ONLY on the Greater Houston area.
* % *

Spotlighting .
\’Iercer Botanic (rm*(lem

Lazy Gardene;?i"n’ir Fr[gda Hausmn Gar-:ien ‘Newsletter

THELMA'S PRIZE
GINGERS PROVIDE

SUMMER DELIGHTS!
sy CEIL DOW

The Mercer Society Ginger Grower
FriendsofMercer.com
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Thelma & Charles Mercer grew a wide range of
plants, some new to Houston gardens. A group of
prized plants was their collection of gingers. March
Mart is an excellent place to collect rare and hard
to find butterfly gingers, torch & tulip gingers as
well as the Dancing Ladies and Peacock gingers.
Butterfly Gingers are popping up now, Spiral and
Pine Cone Gingers will pop up in the next few
weeks with the Tulip & Torch Gingers, Dancing
Lady, & Peacock Gingers breaking dormancy in
late May. (Ceil Dow photo)

e Curcuma ‘Giant’ (pictured) is a brand-new Tulip ginger! It is a robust, yet
compact plant that produces bountiful stems topped with whorls of bright
pink petals and pocket shaped bracts. These make an easy container
plant or planted in groups in a border.

e Curcuma ‘Great Reign’ is the LARGEST inflorescence of all the tropical
Torch Gingers! The bright pink inflorescence grows to a fat 5” wide and a
tall 12” high! Blooms last for a month in the garden and then quickly grow
another.

e Curcuma ‘Lanna Snow’ creates the largest
flowers for Tulip Ginger varieties! The
inflorescence is topped with a whorl of pure
white petals. Lower, pocket shaped bracts
brim with petite purple & white flowers.

e The Globbas or Dancing Ladies come in a
deep rosy pink and a bright white. They are
the longest lasting flower of all the gingers. In
the garden, pendent flower scapes keep their
color and vibrancy for 6 weeks. When used

as a cut flower, they last for 4 weeks.
e Pictured 'Globba Pink' Dancing Lady Ginger

* * *

EDITOR'S NOTE: These and many other Gingers and other great plants will
be available at the 2024 MARCH MART: Fri.-Sat., March 22-23 at Mercer
Botanic Garden, 22306 Aldine-Westfield. Online Preview (no sales)
/friendsofmercer.com/march-mart-plant-preview--no-online-sales.html

* * %
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SUIL'SCIENCE CONFERENCE 24 o141

UNEARTH THEWIINDRS OF SOIL & PLANT =’-:i_;f_'ENI:E AT THIS DAY
AND A HALF LONG CONFERENCE!

BUILD STRONG BUSINESS STRATEGIES + PROSPER EVEN MORE!

A special seminar just for you, OHBA's 2024 Soil Science Day. Come leam about working with nature
to achieve unparalleled results in your horticulture and agriculture business.

Day 1 starts with globally recognized Dr. Tom Dykstra visiting about energy levels in plants and how
to manipulate to make your crops bullet proof against pest insects. Tom will use the 100 years of
recorded citrus production as a base model, and well leam about using a brix instrument to manage
results. After lunch, Dr. Adam Cobb, one of the primary educators from the Soil Foodweb School, will

present the latest in soil microbiology. By understanding the microbe roles and how to enhance, you
will achieve beautiful, healthy growth with reduced problems & cost.

Day 2 begins at the nationally recognized Nature’s Way Resources for a 1/2 day of a brix instrument,
hands on workshop. Additionally there will be a tour of Nature’s Way in the morning.

&  Adam Cobb, Ph.D. &= TomDykstra, Ph.D.

i ."" ;
e M| .
2 TOPIC: Introduction To Soil Biology e ek L
& The Benefits of Soil Regeneration 1 et = L
[ L Management System

s Adam is a Primary Educator &
Soil Scientist from The Soil Food Web School.

Dr. Dyksira is a globally renowned
Entomologist & owner of Dyksira Laboratories.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3 | 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM THURSDAY APRIL 4 | 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM
United Way of Greater Houston Nature’s Way Resources
50 Waugh Dr. Houston, TX 77007 101 Sherbrook Cir, Conroe, TX 77385

WEDNESDAY TICKETS:
MEMBER- 580
NON-MEMBER- $100

BREAKFAST & LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED!

GET TICKETS ONLINE TODAY: OHBAONLINE.ORG/REGISTER

WEDNESDAY TICKETS:
MEMBER- 540

NON-MEMBER- §50

John's Corner

NEWS FROM THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF SOIL AND
PLANTS # 276

Subject: Red Cedar, Minerals, Silicon

There is one tree that | have a love-hate relationship with, and that is the
Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana) which grows all over most of North
America.

This conifer is a beautiful evergreen, grows in almost any soil, drought, and




heat tolerant as well as cold tolerant. Very few diseases or pests, provides
good shade, helps prevent erosion, the thick canopy blocks wind, and
chemicals from this tree are being studied for use in skin cancer and as an
antibiotic.

The lumber is used for fencing, building posts, lining chest and closets to keep
moths away, as well as furniture as the wood has a pleasing aroma and very
rot resistant. Cedar mulch is often used to repel insects in greenhouse
environments and it can be made into a biofuel. Many folks often use small
cedars as Christmas trees as it has beautiful foliage that smells nice. The
berries from some cedars are also use to make alcoholic beverages.

A paper in the journal of the Soil Science Society of America by researchers
from the USDA has found another important property of this tree and that is in
sequestering carbon. The scientists studied nine sites in the USA and found
that the soil below these stands of cedar has significantly higher carbon
(organic matter) 16.8% higher compared to its neighbors.

The negative is that many people are sensitive to the pollen and their reaction
is often called Cedar Fever. Some studies have found the cedar is also a water
hog that can deplete shallow aquifers.

The reason | sometimes do not like it, is that it grows limbs very quickly into the
roads and trails at my farm and it seems like | am constantly pruning them
back. It also sprouts all over my fields and | am constantly having to remove it.

We often talk about the importance of re-mineralizing our soils in this
newsletter. It is estimated that about 100 million people around the world do not
have enough selenium (Se) in their diet. A selenium deficiency is associated
with a weakened immune system, heart disease and increased risk of cancer.

Agriculture with its intensive toxics chemical rescue methods has depleted
many of our soils of its selenium.

When broccoli is grown on soils with plenty of selenium it tends to accumulate
it which we then get when we eat this vegetable. The selenium also extends
the post-harvest shelve life of this highly perishable product.

Researchers found that foliar application of selenium on other crops increased
the fresh weight of the produce and it increased the water use efficiency. Other
research has found that sufficient selenium in the soil increased a plants
resistance to pathogens, herbivory, salinity, nutrient toxicity or deficiency and
water stress. Journal of Crop Science (2023)

This is an example of why | always use Re-mineralizer on everything | grow.
We just do not know what plants or the microbes working with the plants
require. It is just very inexpensive insurance to help have a beautiful and
nutritious garden.

Another element we often do not think about when growing plant’s is silicon
(Si). Soluble silicon helps plants deal with salt stress as it binds the sodium,
helps plants resist disease and pests, helps give the plant structural strength




and many other benefits.

Most soils have lots of silicon in them but it is chemically locked up and not
available to plants. Most of the silicon in soils are found in quartz minerals and
as we all know; quartz is hard tough stuff.

So how do plants get silicon? It is the fungi that live in the soil that break the
silicon oxygen chemical bonds and release the silicon for the plant to absorb.
Hence when one uses a fungicide, you kill the good fungi and a nutrient
deficiency occurs and this case silicon.

For those whom want to learn more, a good book is Mineral Nutrition and Plant
Disease, by the American Phytopathological Society, 2007.

From the publisher: This comprehensive book examines how mineral nutrition
affects plant disease. Minerals improve the overall quality and health of plants.
Knowing how each individual mineral affects a plant is beneficial for efficiency
in production and sustaining the ecosystem. From a plant pathology
perspective, Mineral Nutrition and Plant Disease brings the discussion of plant
disease diagnosis and management to a new level. Mineral nutrients are
important in production agriculture and horticulture because they can often be
the first line of defense against plant diseases. It is an area of knowledge that
can be misunderstood or overlooked in the study of diseases and their
diagnosis. This reference succeeds in organizing what we know and explaining
the interactions at work. Mineral Nutrition and Plant Disease is the first book to
successfully combine two important plant science disciplines, nutrition, and
pathology, to provide current information on theoretical aspects of nutrition in
disease physiology while contributing a wealth of basic practical information for
obtaining immediate disease suppression with specific fertilizers.

Food for thought. From the 2023 September issue of Acres USA magazine,
written by a couple doctors titled “Soil That Connects Us.”
| liked the statement they made:“But we are sick because the soil is sick.”
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LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER
CALENDAR EVENTS

CALENDAR SUBMISSION RULES PLEASE READ!
EVENTS MUST BE OPEN TO & CAPABLE OF HANDLING PUBLIC ATTENDENCE

o Use ONLY this (3-line max) format & style for FASTER INCLUSION.
DAY, DATE: TITLE by NAME (if talk), time, address, Fee/free.
Sponsoring group (if not in title). website/phone (NO MORE!)

Only events submitted specifically for LG&F calendar are used

Actual gardening/plant events only.No harvesting, cooking, etc.

No events picked up from flyers / NO PDFS! TYPE IN EMAIL

Submit: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com. Check published entry!

All events on-site and in Houston unless otherwise noted
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e Making us retype to our required format opens door to errors
e ALWAYS PROOF PUBLISHED WORDING & TEST EMAIL
e YOU are responsible for telling us about cancelled events

FRI.,-SUN., MAR. 8-10: AZALEA TRAIL 2024 "BRANCH OUT!" River Oaks
Garden Club event. riveroaksgc.org/azalea-trail-2024

SAT., MAR. 9: WALLER COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS PLANT SALE, 9-11am,
Extension Office, 846 6th St., Hempstead. fxmg.org/wallermg.

SAT-SUN MAR. 9-10: HOUSTON ORCHID SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW & SALE,
10am-5pm Sat, 11am-4pm Sun. Memorial City Mall (front of Dillard’s), 303 Memorial
City Way, houstonorchidsociety.org.

MON., MAR. 11: SPRING VEGETABLE GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS, 12:30pm, Fonteno Senior Education Center, 3600
Bissonet St. Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

MON., MAR., 11: SNAKES by DR. SPENCER GREENE. 6:30-8:30pm. Lake
Houston Garden Club event, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 2920
Woodland Hills, Kingwood. Free. lakehoustongardeners.com

TUES., MAR. 12: MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM IMPACT IN 2023 by BRANDI
KELLER & STEPHANIE GRAY,11am-12:30pm, Trini Mendenhall Community
Center 1414 Wirt Rd., Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

WED., MAR. 13: SPRING VEGETABLE GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS (virtual), 10am, Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599
Westcenter Dr. Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

THURS., MAR.14: RESILIENCY WITH ROSES by MIKE SERANT (also virtua) 7-
9pm, St. Andrew’s Church 1819 Heights Blvd, Houston Rose Society event. Free.
meet.goto.com/899362117

SAT., MAR. 16:THE JOHN FAIREY GARDENING BUDDING OUT SALE &
FESTIVAL, 20559 FM 259 Rd. 9am-4pm, Children free. Non-members: $10.
Hempstead. 979-826-3232. jfgarden.org

SAT., MAR. 16: BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON SPRING SALE,
9am-3pm, Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West Gray St.
bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

MON., MAR. 18: EDIBLE LANDSCAPING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS (Virtual) , 10-11:30am, Free. Register receive link:
hcc.idloom.events/qardening-series/reqister

MON., MAR. 18: GENOA FRIENDSHIP GARDEN - OPEN GARDEN DAY, 8:30-
11am, Free tour, 1210 Genoa Red Bluff Rd. hcmga.tamu.edu

SUN. MAR. 18: FERNS THAT CAN BE GROWN AS HOUSEPLANTS (also virtual),
2pm, Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center, 2020 Herman Dr, Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society.. fgcfernsoc.org

TUES, MAR. 19: EDIBLE LANDSCAPING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
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GARDENERS (Virtual) 11am-noon. Free. facebook.com/harriscountypl/events

WED., MAR. 20: EARTHKIND LANDSCAPING (also Virtual) by HARRIS COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS, 10:30am, Ring Neighborhood Library, 8835 Long Point Rd.
facebook.com/houstonlibrary

THURS., MAR. 21: PLANT PROPAGATION by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 10am, Glazier Senior Ed Center, 16600 Pine Forest Lane. Free.
hcmga.tamu.edu

FRIL.-SAT., MARCH 22-23: MARCH MART, MARCH MART, 8am-4pm, Mercer
Botanic Garden, 22306 Aldine-Westfield. Online Preview (no sales)
/friendsofmercer.com/march-mart-plant-preview--no-online-sales.html

SAT., MAR. 23: HERB FESTIVAL AT THE WYNNE HOME 8am-1pm, 1428 11th
St. Huntsville. Free. Texas Thyme Unit, Herb Society of
America. texasthymeunit.org. 936-891-5024

SAT., MAR. 23: THE WOODLANDS GARDEN CLUB SPRING PLANT SALE, 9am-
1pm, The Woodlands Farmer's Market at Grogan's Mill, 7 Switchbud
Place. thewoodlandsgardenclub.org

SAT, MAR. 23: MONTGOMERY COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS SPRING
PLANT SALE, 9am-noon, 8am program. AgriLife Extension, 9020 Airport Rd,
Conroe. 935-539-7824; MCMGA.com. mcmgacountrystore. Bring wagon!!

SAT./ SUN., MAR. 23/ 24: HARRIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS PLANT
SALE, Sat. 10am- 6pm, Sun. 11am- 5pm, Berry Center, 8877 Barker Cypress Rd,
Cypress. hcmga.tamu.edu)

TUES., MAR. 26: GROWING ROSES IN OUR CLIMATE by HARRIS COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS, 10am, Fonteno Senior Education Center, 3600 Bissonnet
St. Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

WED., MAR. 27: DESERTS FROM CENTRAL NEW MEXICO TO WEST TREXAS
PART 2 by ECHO PANG. 7pm, Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West
Gray. Houston Cactus and Succulent Society

THURS., MAR. 28: GROWING TOMATOES by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS (also Virtual) 10:30am, Johnson Neighborhood Library, 3517 Reed
Rd. Free. facebook.com/houstonlibrary

— MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE FUTURE EVENTS! —

FRI., APR. 5: CLEAR LAKE NPSOT SPRING PLANT SALE, 4pm- 7pm
Environmental Institute of Houston UH Clear Lake, 2700 Bay Area Blvd 77058

SAT., APR. 6: BRAZOSPORT DAYLILY SOCIETY SALE, 9am-3pm, St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church, 200 Oyster Creek Dr. Lake Jackson. 832-922-5732.

SAT., APR. 6: TREES FOR HOUSTON TREE SEEDLING GIVEAWAY, 10am-8pm,
Archway Gallery, 2305 Dunlavy, Free. Through April 30. One per person. 713-522-
2409

SAT., APR. 6: GARDEN TALKS by FELDER RUSHING, 10am, First Baptist Church, 445
Main St., Hempstead. Waller County Master Gardener event. Register:
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txmg.org/wallermg/felder-rushing-presentation

THURS., APR. 8: ORGANIC GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 1pm, Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr. Free.
hcmga.tamu.edu

SAT., APR. 13: LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIETY PLANT SALE, 9am-4pm,
7124 Booth Lane, Manvel., Free, lonestardaylilysociety.org, 281-331-0162.

FRI., APR 19: SPRING VEGETABLE GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 10am, Harris County Precinct One, 9500 Hall Rd. Free.
hcmga.tamu.edu

SAT., APR. 20: PERENNIALS & PEPPER SALE by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 9am- 1pm. Genoa Friendship Gardens, 1210 Genoa Red Bluff Rd. Pre-
Order online Apr 1- 18, at hcmga.tamu.edu

FRI-SUN., APR. 19-21: KINGWOOD GARDEN CLUB GARDENSCAPES & PLANT
SALE, self-guided tours of homes and gardens: $25. Plant Sale free access.
kingwoodgardenclub.org

WED., APR. 24: UNDERSTANDING DRAINAGE-PRACTICAL DATA FOR EFFECTIVE
POTTING MIXES by JOSEPH RODD. 7pm. Free. Metropolitan Multi-Service Center on
1475 West Gray. Houston Cactus and Succulent Society. /hcsstex.org

SAT., APR. 27: 2024 OLEANDER FESTIVAL, 8am-noon, Betty Head Oleander Garden
Park, 2624 Sealy, Galveston. International Oleander Society event. oleander.org

SAT., APR. 27: DEER PARK PRAIRIE POLLINATION WORKSHOP & CNC BIO BLITZ,
9am. Della_Barbato@ TexasPrairie.org

SAT., APR. 27: 38th ANNUAL HERB DAY by THE HERB SOCIETY OF AMERICA,
SOUTH TEXAS UNIT. 8 am-2pm, Museum District. $65 Pre-registration: herbsociety-

Stu.org

SAT., APR. 27: VEGETABLES, HERBS & FLOWERS SALE by HARRIS COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS, 9am- 1pm, Alabonson Park, 9650 N Houston Rosslyn Rd.
hcmga.tamu.edu

SAT., MAY 4: LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIEY FLOWER SHOW AND DAYLILY SALE,
Sale 8am-3pm, Show 1-3pm, Alvin Senior Center, 309 West Sealy, Alvin.
Free, lonestardaylilysociety.org, 281-331-0162.

SAT-SUN May 4-5: HOUSTON BROMELIAD SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE.
Noon-4 pm Sat.; 11am-3pm Sun. Judson Robinson Community Center, 2020 Hermann
Dr. (Hermann Park). Free. bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

MON., MAY 8: PLANT PROPAGATION by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS,
10:30am. Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Dr. Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

FRI.-SAT., MAY 10-11: HOUSTON CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SPRING
SALE. Fri: 9am-5 pm, Sat: 9am-3 pm. Free. Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 W.

Gray. hcsstex.org

SAT., MAY 13: SUMMER GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS,
10am, Fonteno Senior Education Center, 6600 Bissonet St. Free. hcmga.tamu.edu

MON., MAY 13: IDENTIFYING “GOOD & BAD” BUGS by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS (virtual), 10am- 11:30am. Free. Register to receive link:
hcc.idloom.events/gardening-series/register

TUES., MAY 16: RAISED BED GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 11am, Glazier Senior Ed Center, 16600 Pine Forest Ln. Free.
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MON., MAY 20: OPEN GARDEN DAY by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS,
8:30am- 11am. Free tour of Genoa Friendship Gardens, 1210 Genoa Red Bluff Rd.
hcmga.tamu.edu

TUES., MAY 21: IDENTIFYING “GOOD & BAD” BUGS by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS (virtual), 11am- Noon. Facebook Live. No reservation required:
facebook.com/harriscountypl/events

WED., MAy, 22: ASCLEPIADACEAE - MY JOURNEY WITH STINKY STARRY
SUCCULENTS by PHILIP RICHARDS, PhD. 7pm. Metropolitan Multi-Service Center,
1475 W. Gray. Houston Cactus and Succulent Society

MON., MAY 29: PERMACULTURE GARDENING by HARRIS COUNTY MASTER
GARDENERS, 10am, Fonteno Senior Education Center, 6600 Bissonet St. Free.
hcmga.tamu.edu

If your event didn't get in right away, one possible reason is
you didn't submit it in our EXACT - NEVER CHANGING format.
These usually take longer to be re-formatted and open doors to errors.

Your choice! SEE TOP OF CALENDAR FOR DETAILS.
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If we inspire you to attend any of these,
please let them know you heard about it in . ..
THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER!
& please patronize our Newsletter & Calendar sponsors below!

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact us

at 936-273-1200 or send an e-mail to:lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com

W
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About Us

BRENDA BEUST SMITH
WE KNOW HER BEST AS THE LAZY GARDENER. ..
but Brenda Beust Smith is also:

* a national award-winning general feature writer & editor
* a nationally-published writer & photographer

* a national horticultural speaker

* a former Houston Chronicle reporter

When the Chronicle discontinued Brenda's 45-year-old Lazy Gardener" print column --
started in the early '70s as a fun side-project to reporting -- it became ranked as the
longest-running, continuously-published local newspaper column in the Greater Houston
area. The name, she says, is not just fun, it's true.

Brenda's gradual sideways step from general reporting into also doing gardening reporting
led first to an 18-year series of when-to-do-what Lazy Gardener Calendars, then to

her Lazy Gardener's Guide book which morphed into her Lazy Gardener's Guide on
CD, which she now emails free upon request.

Brenda became a Harris County Master Gardener and, over the years, served on the
boards of many Greater Houston area horticulture organizations. She hosted local radio
and TV shows, most notably a 10+-year Lazy Gardener specialty shows on HoustonPBS
(Ch. 8) and her call-in "EcoGardening" show on KPFT-FM.

For over three decades, Brenda served as Assistant Production Manager of the GARDEN
CLUB OF AMERICA'S "BULLETIN" magazine. Although still an active broad-based
freelance writer, Brenda's main focus now is THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER with John Ferguson and Pablo Hernandez of
Nature's Way Resources.

A native of New Orleans and graduate of St. Agnes Academy and the University of
Houston, Brenda lives in Humble, TX, and is married to the retired Aldine High School
Coach Bill Smith. They have one son, Blake.

Regarding this newsletter, Brenda is the lead writer, originator of it and the daily inspiration



for it. We so appreciate the way she has made gardening such a fun way to celebrate life
together for such a long time.

About her column, Brenda says: "l don't consider myself a 'garden writer." | started out
50+ years ago as a very lazy "gardening reporter.” | still feel that way today. | hope my
columns inspire/help newcomers, but | do not write to them. | write to very experienced
gardeners who want to expand their horizons.

JOHN FERGUSON

John is a native Houstonian and has over 27 years of business experience. He owns
Nature's Way Resources, a composting company that specializes in high quality compost,
mulch, and soil mixes. He holds a MS degree in Physics and Geology and is a licensed
Soil Scientist in Texas.

John has won many awards in horticulture and environmental issues. He represents the
composting industry on the Houston-Galveston Area Council for solid waste. His personal
garden has been featured in several horticultural books and "Better Homes and Gardens"
magazine. His business has been recognized in the Wall Street Journal for the quality and
value of their products. He is a member of the Physics Honor Society and many other
professional societies. John is is the co-author of the book Organic Management for the
Professional.

For this newsletter, John contributes articles regularly and is responsible for publishing it.

PABLO HERNANDEZ

Pablo Hernandez is the special projects coordinator for Nature's Way Resources. His
realm of responsibilities include: serving as a webmaster, IT support, technical problem
solving/troubleshooting, metrics management and quality control.

Pablo helps this newsletter happen from a technical support standpoint.
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