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Nature's Way Resources is proud to produce & email you this free weekly newsletter. We
have no ads, but sponsors do graciously help support this project as a public service.

Please note their names below & show your gratitude for this free service by patronizing
their businesses!

To become a sponsor, call (936) 273-1200

Nature's Way Resources owner John Ferguson, "The Lazy Gardener" Brenda Beust
Smith and Pablo Hernandez welcome your feedback and are so grateful to the many

 horticulturists who contribute their expertise.

Click here to join our email list
CLICK HERE for PDFs OF PAST LG&F NEWSLETTERS 

CORONAVIRUS CANCELLATIONS
If your event in our calendar below is cancelled, please let us

know as soon as possible at lazygardener@sbcglobal.net
Include DATE, FULL TITLE and SPONSOR of cancelled events.

Growing any of these flowers? Greg Grant was a prime
mover in getting these (and more below) into our gardens!

What better time to look
at the heritage of our gardens?

“Sometimes we have to soak ourselves in the tears
and fears of the past to water our future gardens.”

-- Suzy Kassem

by BRENDA BEUST SMITH

EARTH DAY 2020 IS APRIL 22. How appropriate
is that? Have we ever before been so united as
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residents of this planet? We all share a history that
goes way deeper than country borders or color of
skin or religious beliefs.

Now we are faced with reality, with how quickly our
entire shared history of humanity can change
across the globe in almost the blink of an eye.

Perhaps now -- while so many of us are using this
"shelter-in-place" period to take long looks at our
own landscapes -- how about a minute to look a
little deeper. Who among us hasn't selected at least
some plants simply for their historical value in our
lives?

I've always been fascinated about "why" folks like
different plants, different gardening approaches,
different styles of landscaping. Which probably
explains why, of all the gardening books I've read
over the decades, one of my most favorites is The
Southern Heirloom Garden by William C. Welch
and Greg Grant (Taylor Publishing Co. 1995).

My amaryllis are very special to me. For decades I
gave boxed amaryllis kits to my maternal
grandmother Matilde, a little New Orleans French lady, who, after those tall,
fabulous flowers bloomed in her apartment, would hand the bulbs back to me
to plant in my garden. Perhaps my love of bright reds, oranges, yellows, pinks,
comes from my Mexican grandfather, Henry Gracida, a New Orleans Vieux
Carré artist who used a lot these colors. And yet I'm so excited right now about
the first-ever solid white amaryllis I've had bloom, perhaps a reminder of the
"stiff upper lip" strength of my English heritage on Daddy's side.

What in your heritage is reflected in your garden?

In The Southern Heirloom Garden (and their sister book, "Heirloom
Gardening in the South,"), Bill & Greg look at the primary influences that are
found throughout Southern gardens: Indian, French, Spanish, English and
African. Each has made such profound, lasting impacts that we no longer even
think of our garden aspects in those terms. Perhaps we should. Think how
much more interesting our gardens would become!

I just finished spray-painting (with Rust-Oleum) a wine bottle brilliant yellow for
my bottle tree. Bottle trees are a direct-line influence from early African arrivals.
They were originally used to capture 'haints" or evil spirits. Haints were
attracted to the colorful bottles, said to climb up inside for the night and be
baked to death when the sun came up the next day. The most popular bottle
tree bottles, haint blue, date back to that color's easy availability (derived from
naive indigo plants) to paint the insides of slave quarters. Our "formal"
(because that's what it actually is) use of so much green lawn area surely
comes from both English and French influences. American Indian traditions
can be found throughout our edible gardens.

And how about this great 1845 quote Greg included from Prince Carl of Solms-



Braunfels (yes, that town's namesake) in early Texas: "The American is usually
too lazy to prepare a garden . . . prefers to live on salted meat, bacon, corn and
coffee and to deny himself any greenery, either for nourishment or for
beautifying the home . . . German settlements are distinguished by their
beautiful gardens, vegetables and flowers."

Below, to help you even more to "think back," Greg shares with us the musings
that he would have presented this month, had the Sugar Land Garden Club not
been forced to cancel his April presentation. Hopefully it will be rescheduled.

In the meantime, chances are quite high you owe Greg thanks for many of the
flowers now in your garden. His experimentation has brought to retail more
plants that I could ever begin to detail:

Greg's fascination with super-hardy, super-beautiful plants have given us
access to (above l to r) Bignonia capreolata atrosanguinea ‘Helen Fredel’,
Salvia farinacea ‘Henry Duelberg’, Rudbeckia maxima ‘Golda Emanis’, and
Phlox paniculata ‘John Fanick’,

Others he has worked to bring to retail include, below l to r, Malvaviscus ‘Red
Hot’ (Turk’s cap), Gardenia jasminoides 'Martha Turnbull' (named for
Rosedown Plantation, St. Francisville, LA, owner/horticulturist) and "Speedy
Gonzales, a climbing sport of Rosa 'Martha Gonzales,’ which was found and
named by Pam Puryear for a Navasota friend.

SPEAKING OF MISS PAM
-- Greg honored Pam
Puryear, Texas Rose
Rustler founder, by naming
three beautiful flowers for
her: l to r, two Turks caps —
‘Missy Puryear’ and ‘Pam
Puryear’ — and Lonicera x Pam’s Pink, a honeysuckle.

For one so young, Greg's credentials are many:
Smith County horticulturist for the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. 
Co-author with Dr. William C. (Bill) Welch of:

https://smith.agrilife.org/contact/
https://smith.agrilife.org/contact/
https://smith.agrilife.org/contact/


"The Southern Heirloom Garden," "Heirloom Gardening in the
South" and "The Rose Rustlers"

Author of:
"Texas Fruit and Vegetable Gardening" - Texas AgriLife
Extension TAMU
“Greg’s Ramblings” blog - arborgate.com,
“In Greg’s Garden” - Texas Gardener magazine
“Greg Grant Gardens” - Facebook

PS. When I told Bill Welch I was using this article from Greg, he sent this:

"When I first met Greg as a Horticulture student here at Texas A & M I sensed a
unique enthusiasm for gardening and love of for his family that was probably going
to propel him into making a big and multifaceted contribution that would affect not
just Texas but the entire nation. Greg has become a gifted teacher and
communicator and continues to learn and share with an enthusiastic and supportive
clientele. I am pleased to call him a great friend and teacher."

Central Texas Gardener's delightful YouTube video tour of Dr. William C.
(Bill) Welch's fabulous garden looks into heritage gardening as well as how
antique roses tie in so beautifully with the current move toward more
ecologically-friendly gardening. Bill also tells some neat stories about Greg!

Now, after you read Greg's column, go outside.
Look around.
Remember.

* * *
"LAZY GARDENER SPEAKER LIST" & "PUBLICITY BOOK LET" 

are free — email request to: lazygardenerbrenda@gmail.com

Brenda's column in the LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER

is based on her 40+ years as the Houston Chronicle's Lazy Gardener

* * *

OUR
GARDENING
HERITAGE

by GREG GRANT

https://books.google.com/books?id=_6nQ681qy-4C&pg=PA530&lpg=PA530&dq=The+southern+heirloom+garden+welch+french+german&source=bl&ots=OVky53cXRL&sig=ACfU3U0MAT95uzpq8064icwpWHXAlZUQmg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiLz83RksjoAhVDPawKHYPrDE0Q6AEwA3oECAsQKQ#v=onepage&q=The southern heirloom garden welch french german&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=_6nQ681qy-4C&pg=PA303&lpg=PA303&dq=Heirloom+Gardening+in+the+South+welch+greg+indian&source=bl&ots=OVky53cYOL&sig=ACfU3U2bVT7CWzXghAx7sI5KuenKYVOexg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSsuDyksjoAhVBSq0KHeG9BP4Q6AEwEHoECAsQSQ#v=onepage&q=Heirloom Gardening in the South welch greg indian&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=BhRpDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA128&lpg=PA128&dq=speedy+gonzales+antique+rose&source=bl&ots=_nnHivD_O9&sig=ACfU3U0t97y9fnBPHl0TvS71ZeiWW09E8A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiT1ZDCkcjoAhUEbq0KHbQjAoAQ6AEwEHoECAsQKQ#v=onepage&q=speedy gonzales antique rose&f=false
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/solutions/easy-vegetables-to-grow/
http://arborgate.com
http://arborgate.com
http://texasgardener.com
https://www.facebook.com/ggrantgardens/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjO0ucQrkYQ


I’ve always been fascinated by my
heritage . . . Who were my
people? Where did they come
from? Where did they live? What did
they grow? Why do I like to garden so
much? I like to think I’ve inherited a
little from all my ancestors. And a
mixed lot I have.

My dad’s Grant clan came from Scotland, ended up in Georgia, then Arkansas,
and East Texas. Mom’s Ximenes ancestors were from Mexico and settled in
Louisiana and then East Texas. I got a scattered dose of English, German,
American Indian, and more Scottish once their numbers expanded. Now that’s
a lot of heritage to live up to.

In Heirloom Gardening in the South (Texas A&M
Press), Dr. Bill Welch and I explore gardening influences
of each of the groups that settled in the South, including
Native Americans. Indian gardens in America often
centered round what is called “the three sisters,” corn,
beans, and squash, all American in origin.

As the Spanish settlers brought all the cultivated goods from Europe, the
Indians soon adopted peaches, watermelons, and of course horses. And
likewise, European settlers to America quickly adopted the bounty it offered up.

Early settlers in Texas were much more worried about eating and surviving, not
ornamental landscaping. Flowering plants purely for show would have been
rare. Field corn would have been grown both for feeding the livestock and for
making corn meal and grits. After drying on the stalk, the ears would have
been harvested and stored in corn cribs. I have three restored corn cribs that I
cherish. According to my Uncle Noel, you didn’t have to shuck the ears when
feeding it to the horses as they could accomplish that task themselves.

However, shucking was required for the cows, pigs, and chickens. Some
“roasting ears” would have been pulled for fresh eating when they were young
and tender. Like most gardeners, today I grow mainly sweet corn. My family’s
favorite is the bi-colored Sweet G-90, which is reported to have a bit of field
corn in its ancestry. That would explain the vigorous growth.

Cotton became the primary cash crop and filled fields across Texas. Although
mostly wooded today, my Grandmother Emanis said almost every inch of the
land between her home and the next town used to be corn and cotton. Corn



was for feeding themselves and livestock, while cotton was grown for what little
money it provided.

Sweet potatoes became a staple crop in the South as well. As a matter of fact,
after a riding his horse across Texas and later publishing reports of the trip in a
wonderfully informative book (A Journey through Texas) in 1857, the famous
landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, said folks in East Texas seemed
to live exclusively off of sweet potatoes, coffee, cornbread, salt pork, and
molasses.

After being harvested in the late summer, sweet potatoes were “bedded in” for
storage through the winter and the following year. When it warmed up in the
spring, new slips were started from last year’s sweet potatoes for planting the
currents year’s crop. All the old timers I grew up around talked about carrying
cold sweet potatoes to school for lunch in their syrup bucket “lunch pails.” They
also had them for snacks when they got home. Sweet potatoes are much
better for you than Irish potatoes and are supremely adapted to our heat and
humidity.

Most rural residents in the South grew sugar cane for making syrup. The only
people that didn’t grow their own were those that had syrup mills and those
that who were wealthy enough to purchase syrup. Those with syrup mills often
traded their services for a cut of the sweet sticky molasses. Today it’s hard to
imagine how prized that syrup was.

But with most country folks either having no access to granulated sugar or no
money to buy it, ribbon cane syrup was a valued staple for making candy, pies,
cookies, and for sopping homemade biscuits in each morning. Several people,
including my dad, talk about butchering a hog and having fresh spare ribs and
biscuits the next morning, both covered in ribbon cane syrup.

In the hot humid South, peas from Africa soon replaced beans as the staple
across the region. Whether purple hull, cream, or crowder, almost everybody
grew peas as they were both easy and productive. They could be stored dry
and cooked like dried beans.

Like my ancestors, I always grow a bunch of peas. We eat all we can fresh,
plus my mom freezes enough to last until next year’s harvest. I also save dried
ones for seed stock. Typically I grow pink-eyed purple hull for weekdays,
zipper cream for weekends and holidays, and black crowder, my Papaw’s
favorites. He said black crowders were for working people.

As country folks got food on the table, farmer’s wives eventually had a few
easy to grow flowers in the yard. Some likely choices in East Texas would
have been — l to r below — Rose of Sharon (althea), roses, crape myrtle,
spirea, flowering almond and cape jessamine



Early farm wives would probably have also planted honeysuckle, daylilies,
cannas, daffodils, narcissus, jonquils, crinum lilies, St. Joseph’s lily, and
Byzantine gladiolus.

Today I grow my garden in the same patch where my grandparents grew
theirs, on the same property where my great-great grandparents lived. I grow
the same crops of corn, peas, and tomatoes just like my grandparents did. I till
and make the rows just like my Papaw showed me, and irrigate the rows in the
same furrows he did—just like his Spanish ancestors did. For those that
embrace it, heritage is a powerful and comforting force. It’s nice to have roots.

For more information on our Southern gardening heritage, consider joining the
Southern Garden History Society (southerngardenhistory.org). They have
wonderful annual meetings in a different Southern town each year with many
members from Texas including me and Dr. Welch.

Growing fruit is the easiest way to incorporate edible plants into your
landscape. Take this list, shop, buy, plant, and enjoy! Gotta get Growin’!

NOTE: Greg can be contacted through his Facebook Page.

* * *

NEWS FROM THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF
SOIL AND PLANTS #114

When planning our gardens, we need to think about “How will it affect
Birds?” A study published in the Journal Science (September 2019) found that
North America has 3 Billion less birds today than in 1970. We are
experiencing an ecological crisis as a result. Birds play an extremely important
role in our ecosystems from pollinating plants, dispersing seeds, controlling
pests, and even fertilization (nutrient rich bird poop). 

Grassland species have faired the worst as our native prairie grasses have
been replaced with Bermuda and other grasses did that do not provide food or
shelter for birds.

Much of this decline is also due to habitat loss. A little over 5 years ago my wife
and I purchased a few acres of land near LaGrange Texas to build our
retirement home on. At the time the fields were primarily Bermuda and KR
Bluestem. There were no doves, quail or wild turkeys. Over the last five years
as we have worked on habitat restoration, the Little Bluestem, Bushy
Bluestem, Indian Grass, many species of forbs and wildflowers etc. have
returned. As a result, I regularly see doves, quail, turkeys and many species of

http://southerngardenhistory.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Greg Grant Gardens&epa=SEARCH_BOX


water fowl.

A Great book on how to landscape for
birds and other wildlife is:

"Bringing Nature Home - How You Can
Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants"
by Douglass W. Tallamy, Timber Press,
2014, Edith Printing,
ISBN-13: 978-0-88192-992-8

Not only are native plants good for
wildlife they often qualify for rebates to
help cover the cost. For example, The
Woodlands area residents can get up to a
$300 rebate per household from
Woodlands Water for purchasing
approved native plants. See
www.woodlandswater.org for details.

Note: Another article in the same issue of
Science above also found that exposure

to neonicotinoid pesticides used on seeds and crops; birds lost weight, delayed
migration, and developed other issues.

More and more gardeners are looking for and growing heirloom vegetables.
The reasons range from better flavor, higher nutrient density, to much higher
levels of compounds that make us healthy.

It is well established that most plants form mycorrhizal associations with fungi
and other microbes in healthy soil. A paper published in the journal Global
Change Biology last fall by researchers at Leeds University explains some of
the reasons why.

Basically, the intensive breeding and hybridization of plants for the last few
thousand years have resulted in plants that can no longer form a partnership
with soil microbes. Without these beneficial fungi the plants require more
artificial fertilizers and other toxic chemicals to grow, hence have less nutrients
and do not taste as good.

A related paper published by researchers at Oxford University and the
University of Minnesota published in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Science (2019), concludes that eating foods with the highest
positive health outcomes also have the lowest environmental impact.
Conversely, unhealthy foods cause the most environmental damage.

A false story came out a few months ago with the headline that stated “Sorry,
organic farming is actually worse for climate change”. This information was put
out by scientists paid to falsify data to create doubt and prevent governments
from taking action. The actual numbers are a transition to organic production
would not only increase the quality and nutrition of our food supply; it would

https://woodlandswater.org/services/rebates


reduce greenhouse gasses by a minimum of 20% from agriculture.

A new book reveals this process of scientists selling their soul for money.
David worked for OSHA for many years as the Assistant Secretary of Labor
where he shares first hand knowledge of this deception.

The TRIUMPH OF DOUBT – Dark Money and the science o deception, David
Michaels, 2020, Sheridan Books, ISBN: 978-0190922665

Over the last few years, we have discussed research that shows being a
gardener and exposure to green space increases the body’s production of
melatonin and its relation to our health and immune system. Researchers like
Stephanie Seneff, Ph.D., senior research scientist at MIT, have found another
link between glyphosate (Round-Up) in our food and the corona virus outbreak.

When we eat food with this herbicide on it, it prevents the human bodies
immune system from working properly, making us more susceptible to this
disease.  Bottom line is that when we eat foods that have this toxic chemical on
them, it weakens our immune system increasing the chances of a severe case
of this virus. Foods that are genetically modified have the highest levels of this
chemical.

The only way to avoid this issue is to raise one’s own food (a modern victory
garden) or buy organic. The full explanation of the link between this increase
risk of the corona virus is explained in the link below.

articles.mercola.com/

A few weeks ago, we also talked about how exposure to Round-Up in our food
prevents the body from absorbing essential elements that our immune system
requires to protect us from viruses like corona.

* * * 

HAVE YOU TRIED . . .
KLEIMS HARDY GARDENIA

(Gardenia jasminoides 'Kleim's Hardy')
This spring/summer bloomer has evergreen foliage
is so fragrant, you will want to plant it near a door,
pathway or outdoor seating area. This 2-3' dwarf
gardenia is considered the hardiest of them all, this
able to tolerate cold like no others. Full to partial
sun, well-drained site,

* * *
KLEIMS HARDY GARDENIA is carried by Nature’s Way Resources (Map).
Or . . . contact our sponsor, Montgomery Pines Nursery in Willis, our other 
sponsors below or your neighborhood nurseryman for possible sources.

At Nature's Way Resources we have uploaded our Master and Native Plants

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2020/04/02/melatonin-and-sepsis.aspx?cid_source=dnl&cid_medium=email&cid_content=art1HL&cid=20200402Z1&et_cid=DM495138&et_rid=842716617
https://www.natureswayresources.com/map.html
https://www.natureswayresources.com/DocsPdfs/PlantInventory.pdf
https://www.natureswayresources.com/DocsPdfs/NativePlants.pdf


inventory online to implement a curbside pickup for orders. Any questions and
orders for the plant nursery can be directed to Carol

at nwrnursery@gmail.com.

LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER

CALENDAR EVENTS

ADULT GARDEN PLANT EVENTS ONLY
ALWAYS CHECK TO MAKE SURE YOUR EVENT IS IN! HOWEVER . . .

PLEASE READ BEFORE SUBMITTING EVENTS!
Events NOT submitted in the EXACT format below may take 2 weeks or longer to
be reformatted/retyped and added to calendar.
Events written in the email in this EXACT format will be copied & pasted
immediately into the next upcoming calendar.
No pdfs or flyers!!! They only delay publication.
Submit to: lazygardener@sbcglobal.net.
Put group name in email subject.

JUST A REMINDER: WE ARE REMOVING
CANCELLED CALENDAR EVENT AS SOON AS NOTICES COME IN.

CHECK UPDATED CALENDAR BELOW BEFORE ATTENDING ANY
PREVIOUSLY-SCHEDULED EVENT, AS WELL AS THOSE STILL LISTED
IN CASE OF LAST MINUTE CANCELLATION.
MANY NURSERIES ARE STILL HOLDING THEIR EVENTS WITH
CAREFUL SPACING OF ATTENDEES.

SAT., APR. 4: HERB GARDENING by JIM MAAS, PAT CORDRAY & KATHRYN
COURTNEY, 10am, Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $45. 281-474-2488;
maasnursery.com
 
SAT., APR. 11: WILD THYMES HERB GARDENING by JIM MAAS, & MELDA SIEBE,
10am, Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $35. 281-474-2488; maasnursery.com
 
SAT., APR. 18: 14" METAL HANGING BASKET by JIM MAAS, & PAT CORDRAY, 10am,
Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $35. 281-474-2488; maasnursery.com

SAT., APR. 25: PLANTING IN GLASS by JIM MAAS, & PAT CORDRAY, 10am, Maas
Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $45. 281-474-2488; maasnursery.com

SAT., MAY 2: GARDENING FOR BUTTERFLIES & BEES by JIM MAAS, & PAT
CORDRAY, 10am, Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $45. 281-474-2488;
maasnursery.com

SAT., MAY 2: PARTY FOR THE PLANET, 6-10pm, Armand Bayou Nature Center, 8500
Bay Area Blvd. Pasadena. abnc.org/pftp; party@abnc.org; 281-474-2551

SAT., MAY 2, MONTGOMERY COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS OPEN GARDENS
DAY, 9:30-12:30. AgriLife Extension Office, 9020 Airport,Road, Conroe. Free. 936-529-
7824; mcmga.

SAT., MAY 9: HOUSTON HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY DAYLILY SHOW, 1-3pm, & PLANT
SALE 10am-3pm. Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 4040 Watonga, Houston, 77092. Free.
ofts.com/hhs/calendar.html

SAT., MAY 9: BRAZOSPORT DAYLILY SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW & SALE, 1-4pm, St.,
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 501 Willow Dr, Lake Jackson, nfreshr@aol.com

mailto:nwrnursery@gmail.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
https://www.ofts.com/hhs/calendar.html


TUES. MAY 12: PLUMERIA IN THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS by NICOLE TIERRMAN, 7-9
pm; Cherie Flores Garden Pavillion, 1500 Hermann Dr. Free. Plumeria Society of America
event. theplumeriasociety.org 

SAT., MAY 16: PLUMERIA by JIM MAAS, & LORETTA OSTEEN, 10am, Maas Nursery,
5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $35. 281-474-2488; maasnursery.com
 
SAT., MAY 16: LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIETY SHOW & PLANT SALE, sale,
10am-4pm, show 1-4pm, Epiphany Lutheran Church, 5515 West Broadway,
Pearland. sandra_lockhart@ymail.com

SAT., MAY 23: MINIATURE FAIRY GARDEN by JIM MAAS, PAT CORDRAY & BRENDA
HESSE, 10am, Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $45. 281-474-2488;
maasnursery.com
 
SAT., JUN. 13: 14" METAL HANGING BASKET by JIM MAAS, & PAT CORDRAY, 10am,
Maas Nursery, 5511 Todville Rd., Seabrook. $35. 281-474-2488; maasnursery.com

TUES., JUL 14: BONSAI by SCOTT BARBOZA, 7-9pm; Cherie Flores Garden Pavillion,
1500 Hermann Dr. Free. Plumeria Society of America event. theplumeriasociety.org

TUES., OCT 13: FALL PLUMERIA SOCIETY OF AMERICA SOCIAL/LUAU 7-9:00 pm;
Cherie Flores Garden Pavillion, 1500 Hermann Dr. Free.  theplumeriasociety.org

For event submission rules, see top of calendar
If we inspire you to attend any of these, 

please let them know you heard about it in . . .  
THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER! 
& please patronize our Newsletter & Calendar sponsors below! 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS MADE POSSIBLE 
BY THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact us
at 936-273-1200 or send an e-mail to: lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com

http://theplumeriasociety.org
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://maasnursery.com
http://www.theplumeriasociety.org
http://www.theplumeriasociety.org
mailto:lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com
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WE KNOW HER BEST AS THE LAZY GARDENER . . . 

. . . but Brenda Beust Smith is also:

  * a national award-winning writer & editor
  * a nationally-published writer & photographer 
  * a national horticultural speaker
  * a former Houston Chronicle reporter
   
When the Chronicle discontinued Brenda's 45-year-old Lazy Gardener" print column, it
then ranked as the longest-running, continuously-published local newspaper column in the
Greater Houston area.

Brenda's gradual sideways step from Chronicle reporter into gardening writing led first to
an 18-year series of when-to-do-what Lazy Gardener Calendars, then to her Lazy
Gardener's Guide book which morphed into her Lazy Gardener's Guide on CD. which she
now emails free upon request.

A Harris County Master Gardener, Brenda has served on the boards of many Greater
Houston area horticulture organizations and has hosted local radio and TV shows, most
notably a 10+-year Lazy Gardener specialty shows on HoustonPBS (Ch. 8) and her call-in
"EcoGardening" show on KPFT-FM. 

For over three decades, Brenda served as as Production Manager of the Garden Club of
America's BULLETIN magazine. Although still an active horticulture lecturer and broad-
based freelance writer, Brenda's main focus now is THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS
HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER with John Ferguson and Pablo Hernandez of
Nature's Way Resources. 

A native of New Orleans and graduate of St. Agnes Academy and the University of
Houston,  Brenda lives in Aldine and is married to the now retired Aldine High School
Coach Bill Smith. They have one son, Blake.

Regarding this newsletter, Brenda is the lead writer, originator of it and the daily
inspiration for it. We so appreciate the way she has made gardening such a fun way to
celebrate life together for such a long time.
 
 
JOHN FERGUSON
 
John is a native Houstonian and has over 27 years of business experience. He owns
Nature's Way Resources, a composting company that specializes in high quality compost,
mulch, and soil mixes. He holds a MS degree in Physics and Geology and is a licensed
Soil Scientist in Texas. 
 
John has won many awards in horticulture and environmental issues. He represents the
composting industry on the Houston-Galveston Area Council for solid waste. His personal
garden has been featured in several horticultural books and "Better Homes and Gardens"
magazine. His business has been recognized in the Wall Street Journal for the quality and
value of their products. He is a member of the Physics Honor Society and many other
professional societies. John is is the co-author of the book Organic Management for the
Professional. 
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Pablo Hernandez is the special projects coordinator for Nature's Way Resources. His
realm of responsibilities include: serving as a webmaster, IT support, technical problem
solving/troubleshooting, metrics management and quality control.
 
Pablo helps this newsletter happen from a technical support standpoint. 
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