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NOVEMBER 6, 2017

Dear Friends,

Here is the 228th issue of our weekly gardening newsletter for Houston, the Gulf
Coast and beyond. We really appreciate all of our readers hanging in there with us,
sharing stories and inspiring us in so many ways. 
 
Thanks so much!
 
This newsletter is a project of The Lazy Gardener, Brenda Beust Smith, John
Ferguson and Mark Bowen (John and Mark are with Nature's Way Resources). We
also have a great supporting cast of contributing writers and technical specialists
who will chime in and tweak away regularly. We would love to keep receiving your
input on this newsletter . . . . comments . . . . suggestions . . . . questions. . . .E mail
your thoughts to: lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com. Thanks so much for your
interest.
 
Please    or sign yourself up to receive this newsletter by clicking the "Join Our
Mailing List" link just below. We will never sell or share our mailing list to protect the
privacy of our subscribers.

Enjoy!

Share:
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 AFRICAN VIOLETS . . . LAZY GARDENERS LOVE ADAPTIVE 
 GARDENING TECHNIQUES . . . UPDATES FROM READERS

  
By BRENDA BEUST SMITH  

 
"MY AFRICAN VIOLET WON'T BLOOM!" has to be the most common question posed about these
delightful container plants. The answer is almost always the same: it's probably not getting enough light.
Other possible reasons:

Pot's too big
Site's too cold
Improper watering
Fertilizer needed
Previously-damaged plant

Experts recommend starting with a very healthy plant. One sign of a strong root system: emerald green
leaves. Choosing the right site may take experimenting. My mother grew gorgeous African violets. Mine
always died. But then, lazy gardeners never claim to have green thumbs. A few tips: 

A north- or east-facing window is recommended for these Tanzania/Kenya rainforest natives. They
burn in direct sun, but won't bloom with too little light. Gro-lights are often used by experts, especially
in winter months.

Overwatering can be avoided by using special pots that water from below (available in nurseries). One
reason: hairs on leaves also help African violets absorb water from air.

Keep pots on the small size. These charmers bloom best when they're slightly root-bound.

If all this sounds a little too complex, good news ahead. But first it might help to know African violets aren't 
really violets. They're actually Saintpaulias, part of a larger family called Gesneriads. But given African
violets are the most popular houseplant in the whole world, this is by far the most familiar name. Ergo . . . 

 
A plethora of experts will be in the Greater Houston area Nov. 9-11 when the the Spring Branch African
Violet Society hosts the Lone Star African Violet Council's 2017 Convention at the Wyndham Houston
Energy Corridor. 

http://lsavc.org/lsavc2017-archive?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.wyndhamhoustonwest.com/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Violets of all types such as (above, l to r) standards, miniatures/semi-miniatures and trailers
 will be available at the Convention along with other Gesneriads such as (below, l to r) Episcias and Streps

 

Although these exact plants might not be among those for sale, you can be assured of choice selections at
the open-to-the-public sale noon-5pm Thursday, Nov. 9; 9am-4:30pm Friday, Nov. 10, and 10am-4pm
Saturday, Nov. 11. Public viewing of show winners will be 2-4pm Friday and 8:30am-4pm Saturday. 

Best of all, local and beyond African violet experts will be on hand all these times to answer questions,
diagnose problems, and recommend varieties for specific situations. Supplies such as potting soil, pots, and
fertilizers will be available. Contact: Info: Karla Ross, 281-748-8417; kjwross@yahoo.com 

FYI:

African violet leaves have been used to treat bruises, skin ulcers and other wounds. It's said Martha
Washington used African violet syrup to treat coughs and bronchitis in children
Texas' Dirt Doctor, Howard Garrett, has a great piece with additional non-gardening uses:

https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/African-Violets_vq814.htm.
This area host many AF societies. You can find them listed on the African Violet Society of America
website: avsa.org/affiliates-region.

Who else would tell you these things?
 

*  *  *  

NOWADAYS, NO PHYSICAL CHALLENGE SHOULD STOP FOLKS FROM GARDENING . . . 
A whole new world of adaptive gardening tools is available. Pictured are just a few that can be 

 explored online. Google phrases like "vertical garden kits" or "raised gardens." Then hit "Images"
 
 
LAZY GARDENING BY ANY NAME . . .

mailto:kjwross@yahoo.com
https://www.dirtdoctor.com/garden/African-Violets_vq814.htm?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://avsa.org/affiliates-region?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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A very special gardener is going to present an upcoming program on one of my favorite horticultural
subjects: gardening for those with special challenges.
 
Actually, Dr. Joe Novak has titled his Fri., Nov. 10, program " I Don't Want to Give Up My Garden! Gardening
for the Challenged Lifestyle" (10am, White Oak Convention Center, 7603 Antoine. Free. Houston Federation
of Garden Clubs event. houstonfederationgardenclubs.org.)
 
Decades ago, when I first encountered this approach -- then called Horticultural Therapy -- it was pretty
much confined to centers for the disabled, etc. Gradually the concept expanded to include seniors and
others with challenges standing, bending, reaching, etc. 

Over the years, the umbrella has spread even wider to include all ages with developmental as well as
physical challenges. And now many of the same gardening techniques and the vast new world of tools and
aids are being being applied to programs for ALL children and adults.
 
It's fun getting to watch all these evolutions. And, throughout it all, one common thread has persisted.
Anything that benefits someone (regardless of age) with challenges is great for lazy gardeners too!
 
If you've given up gardening (or want to help someone who has) because it's too challenging now, consider
reviewing some of these great ideas now being shared, and attending Dr. Novak's program for even more. 

 

Forget the norms. Think: lower maintenance.
Replace lawn with groundcovers, mulched beds, paving and paths
Add benches or chairs under shady trees.
Add raised beds narrow enough to easily reach across.
Table gardens are great for wheelchairs. (High enough so a wheel chair can easily fit underneath)
Vertical gardens (trellises, tomato cages, fences, walls, arbors) cut down on bending and make
maintenance/harvesting easier.
Use gentle sloping paths instead of stairs. Fine gravel or pavers are easier to walk on than rocks.
Irrigation systems reduce need to water.
Lightweight soil mixtures and containers on casters make moving easier.
Hanging baskets have advantages but have to be watered and fertilized more often and can be difficult
to reach
Tool handles painted neon colors or wrapped in neon tape are easier to find if dropped.

Other key word to Google: Ergonomic garden tools, raised gardens, rolling garden scooters, kneeling
benches.  If you know of other great websites, be glad to share them.
 
*   *   *
 
EXPERTISE TO SHARE:

 
A TREAT FOR GARDENERS & GARDEN CLUBS. If you've never visited SFA Gardens in
Nacogdoches, you've missed a real treat. An ideal time to drop by is when you can also learn from the
many local, national and international visitors lined up for SFA's extensive Lecture Series.

These offer a special opportunity for clubs in our area as Dr. David Creech, SFA Garden Director,
is happy to work with organizations coordinating dates so speakers can also be available for

http://houstonfederationgardenclubs.org/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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other local club meetings and events.
A complete list of incoming speakers is available at sfagardens.sfasu.edu. Or email Dr. Creech at
dcreech@sfasu.edu.

Among the upcoming topics explored will be unique landscape, taking care of soils,
blackberries, planting by the moon, orchids, "blinding" garden color, alternative fruit crops,
tomatoes, azaleas, and exploring the inner workings of horticultural sites like Moody
Gardens, SFA Gardens and J C Raulston Arboretum. Special seminars will focus on seed
swaps, grafting, fermentation, pollinator garden and wildscaping, to name just a few.
Details: sfagardens.sfasu.ed

GARDEN WITH YOUTHS? The 2018 Youth Garden Grant program is open to any nonprofit
organization, public or private school, or youth program planning a new garden program or
expanding an established one that serves at least 15 youth between the ages of 3 and 18 is
eligible to apply. Twenty five programs will be awarded. Application deadline: Dec. 8, 2017.
Details.

 
READERS FOLLOW UP ON RECENT CONFEDERATE ROSE & MOLES REPORT:

There are different varieties of Confederate roses (left picture, top of column) . . . 

JULIE MCDONALD'S bloomer opens white, turns light pink during the day and then darker pink by
day's end.

 My sister also had a variegated one, and these are really spectacular. She says hers turns as Julie's
does but only in late fall. Earlier bloom cycles don't seem to as much.

RE Moles, Nancy McCormick sent in the picture below of a foot +/- long earthworm in her yard in Missouri. 
A long time master gardener from Montgomery County, this Texas transplant says her yard up there is a
mole 'haven' due to the large numbers of earthworms. As a Texan she knows all things are bigger here in
the Lone Star State or . . . " Or so I thought...this one is from my home lawn in Missouri sized like a small
snake. 

 
Personal attempts at destroying mole tunnels whether by walking on them or flooding with water proved only
temporary and time consuming. She has had some success with caster oil pellets. 

*  *  * 

Brenda's column in the LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER 
Is based on her 40+ years as the Houston Chronicle's Lazy Gardener.  To sign up for this free,  

weekly Greater Houston area gardening report or to read past issues, go to www.natureswayresources .com. 

 
JOHN'S CORNER

 

http://sfagardens.sfasu.edu/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
mailto:dcreech@sfasu.edu
https://kidsgardening.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0402fab5f893b2de984f70122&id=0fd6855927&e=e66b5e1ca7&utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://kidsgardening.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0402fab5f893b2de984f70122&id=0fd6855927&e=e66b5e1ca7&utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.natureswayresources.com/NLpdf?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.natureswayresources.com/NLindex.pdf?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.natureswayresources/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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NEWS FROM THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF SOIL AND PLANTS #28

Trees are healthy!  One study found that in areas without trees there was an abundance of disease
carrying mosquitoes. Conversely, areas with lots of native trees had very few disease causing
mosquitoes. Another study that covered 35 counties in the USA, found that in areas with greater tree
cover, children had far less cases of diarrheal disease.

A recent paper in the Journal Nature Biotechnology has found that genetic modification (GMO's) of
crops for insect pests has failed. Pests have developed resistance to the Bt toxin in less than 5 years
instead of the 30 or more that Monsanto promised! The study looked at multiple crops in 7 countries
and 15 different pest species.

Speaking of Monsanto, the European parliament unanimously agreed to prohibit the sale of
glyphosate herbicides (Round-Up) effectively immediately across all 28 countries. This is due to all
the health problems from cancer to autism associated with glyphosate.

Northwestern University Fienburg School of Medicine has found that the herbicide paraquat, which
causes cell death due to oxidative stress, is linked to Parkinson's disease in addition to lung fibrosis.
This herbicide is banned in the European Union.

A paper in the Journal Nature Communications by the University of Tuebingen in Germany has found
that composting Biochar creates a very thin organic film or coating that significantly improves the
biochar's fertilizing capabilities. It increases the char's ability to store nutrients and form further
beneficial organic substances.

As carbon dioxide (CO2) continues to rise in the atmosphere researchers at Arizona State University,
applying mathematics to study biology has found a profound effect of CO2 on plants. We have known
for some time that plants grow faster with increasing amounts of CO2. They found that although
plants grew faster they contained fewer nutrients. Other research on fruits and vegetables from 2004
found that everything from proteins to calcium, iron, and vitamin-C has significantly declined since
1950. This new finding coupled with the fact that many newer hybrids and especially GMO crops, do
not contain the required nutrition to keep us healthy and explains why our food supply is in such poor
shape. More reason for one to grow their own food. 

The International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food) has found that
malnutrition costs the world $3.5 trillion dollars per year. Obesity will cost $760 million alone by 2025.
Exposure to endocrine disrupting chemicals cost $557 billion in Europe alone, and antimicrobial-
resistant infections are expected to increase from $ 20 billion to $34 billion per year in just the USA.
So why does the EPA, FDA and USDA still allow these chemicals to be used to feed livestock as our
"cheap food" is not really cheap.

There is some interesting new research coming from the Rodale Institute. The preliminary results
have found that certain compost extracts reduced weed expression and germination by 43%.
Recently Brenda was talking about gardening on strips of land around one's house. Research has
found the same idea/concept can really improve agriculture. There is a series of research on going at
several universities called "STRIPS". They have found that strips of prairie grasses and wildflowers
around agricultural fields reduce erosion (95% reduction), promote better soil fertility, help water soak
into the soil; provide a home for beneficial insects, increase yields and lower total costs.

When we think of insects, we often think of insect pests or we think of butterflies and bees. What we
tend to forget is that insects feed birds and many other animals. A 27-year long study from Germany
has found that the insect biomass there has declined by 75% over the last 27 years.
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The University of California-Davis has found a mechanism why insects attack monocultures. They
found that in multi-species plantings with lots of diversity, plants produce chemicals that make them
taste bad to insects.

 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS! 

 *   *   *
LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER 

 CALENDAR EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEASE READ BEFORE SUBMITTING AN EVENT TO THIS CALENDAR.       

NO EVENTS ARE PICKED UP FROM NEWSLETTERS! SUBMIT WITH REQUEST FOR CALENDAR PUBLICATION
 

Events NOT submitted in EXACT written calendar format below may take 2+ weeks to be posted. 
After that point, if your event does not appear, please email us. Adult gardening/plants events only 

Submit to: lazygardener@sbcglobal.net 
 

IF WE INSPIRE YOU TO ATTEND ANY OF THESE EVENTS, PLEASE TELL SPONSORS YOU HEARD ABOUT IT IN  
THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER!  

 

 

THURS, NOV. 9: DESIGNING YOUR LANDSCAPE WITH ROSES  by GAYE HAMMMOND, 7:30pm, Cherie Flores Garden
Pavillon, 1500 Hermann Dr. Free. Houston Rose Society event. houstonrose.org 
 
THURS., NOV. 9: MAGNOLIAS: QUEEN OF THE GARDEN by ANDREW BUNTING, 7pm, Ina Brundrett Conservation Education
Building, Pineywoods Native Plant Center, 2900 Raguet St, Nacogdoches.  936-468-4404 or sullivanfa@sfasu.edu
 
THURS., NOV. 9:  CITRUS TREES by MARY KHAZEN KARISH ,  10 am , MUD Building, 805 Hidden Canyon Dr, Katy. Free,
Nottingham Country Garden Club event. ncgctx.org
 

http://houstonrose.org/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://ncgctx.org/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email


11/7/2017 Lazy Gardener & Friends Houston Garden Newsletter

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Lazy-Gardener---Friends-Houston-Garden-Newsletter-.html?soid=1112503958110&aid=iBpJp3S2Fh8 8/12

FRI., NOV.10: "I DON'T WANT TO GIVE UP MY GARDEN! - GARDENING FOR THE CHALLENGED LIFESTYLE by DR. JOE
NOVAK. 10am, White Oak Convention Center, 7603 Antoine. Free. Houston Federation of Garden Clubs event.
houstonfederationgardenclubs.org. 

TUES., NOV 14:  USING YOUR WINTER GARDEN FOR HOLIDAYS BY BETTY LAHIRI, 9am, Shenandoah Municipal Complex,
29955 I-45N, Shenandoah. Free. The Woodlands Garden Club monthly meeting.  thewoodlandsgardenclub.org 

SAT. NOV 18:  SOIL HEALTH & EVALUATION by JIM GILLIAM, 1-2:30 pm; Galveston County AgriLife Extension Bldg, Carbide
Park, 4102 Main (Hwy 519), La Marque. Galveston County Master Gardener event. Free, but reservations requested:
galvcountymgs@gmail.com , 281-534-3413, for additional details visit www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston 

SA T., NOV. 18: PECAN CELEBRATION, 10am-noon Houston Arboretum & Nature Center, 4501 Woodway. $35. Register: 713-
681-8433, houstonarboretum.org 

SUN., NOV 19: MOUNTING PRESSED FERNS ON ARTIST CANVASby JAN KRAMER, 2pm, Judson Robinson Jr. Community
Center, 2020 Hermann Dr.  Free. Texas Gulf Coast Fern Societyevent.  tgcfernsoc.org 
 
MON., Nov 20:  HARRIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER PREC. 2 OPEN GARDEN DAY, 8:30-11am, Genoa Friendship Garden,
1202 Genoa Red Bluff Rd, Houston 77034. Free. Master Gardeners will answer gardening questions. hcmga.tamu.edu

 
TUE., NOV. 21: BROMELIADS IN PASTELS by MARY CINOTTO AND JOHN EDMONSON, 7:30pm, West Gray Multi-Service
Center, 1475 W Gray.  Free. Bromeliad Society / Houston event. bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

WED., NOV. 29: SOIL FOOD WEB - HOW AND WHY ORGANIC METHODS WORK TO SAVE TIME & MONEY by DANIEL
MILLIKIN, 6pm, McGovern Centennial Gardens, Hermann Park Conservancy, 1700 Hermann Drive. 713-360-1469 

SAT. DEC 2:  TURNING DIRT INTO SOIL by JIM GILLIAM, 1-3pm; AgriLife Extension Bldg, Carbide Park, 4102 Main (Hwy 519),
La Marque. Galveston County Master Gardener event. Free. Register: galvcountymgs@gmail.com, 281-309-5065; aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/index.html
 
TUE., DEC 5:  CITRUS SEMINAR & TASTING by MONTE NESBITT, 6:30pm; AgriLife Extension Bldg, Carbide Park, 4102 Main
(Hwy 519), La Marque. Galveston County Master Gardener event. Free. Register: galvcountymgs@gmail.com, 281-309-5065;
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/index.html

FRI., DEC. 8: 'HOLLY JOLLY' LUNCHEON GALA. SPEAKER: BILL MCKINLEY. 9 am, White Oak Convention Center, 7603
Antoine. Tickets $30. Houston Federation of Garden clubs event. houstonfederationgardenclubs.org. 

 SAT., DEC 9:  GROWING TOMATOES FROM SEED by IRA GERVAIS, 9-11am; JOURNEY OF TWO FRUGAL MASTER
GARDENERS: IN THE BEGINNING - PROPAGATION by NANCY LANGSTO & BRENDA SLOUGH, 1-3pm; AgriLife Extension
Bldg, Carbide Park, 4102 Main (Hwy 519), La Marque. Galveston County Master Gardener event. Free. Register:
galvcountymgs@gmail.com, 281-309-5065; aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/index.html

 
THURS., DEC. 14: THE YEAR IN REVIEW by DAVID CREECH, 7pm, Ina Brundrett Conservation Education Building,
Pineywoods Native Plant Center, 2900 Raguet St, Nacogdoches.  936-468-4404 or sullivanfa@sfasu.edu 

FRI., JAN. 12: A CAMELIA COLLECTION - RESTORING IMA HOGG'S CAMELIA COLLECTION AT BAYOU BEND by BART
BRECHTER. 10 am. White Oak Convention Center, 7603 Antoine, Free. Houston Federation of Garden Clubs event.
houstonfederationgardenclubs.org.

SUN., JAN. 28: AVOID STARVATION: DEVELOPING THE RIGHT FEEDING PROGRAM FOR PLANTS AND FACTORS THAT
MAKE FERTILIZERS INEFFECTIVE by GAYE HAMMOND, 2-3pm. Klein United Methodist Church, Christian Life Center, 5920
FM 2920, Spring. Free. Cypress Creek Daylily Club event. cypresscreekdaylilyclub.simplesite.com
 
FEB 17, 2018:  SPRING PLANT SALE PRE-SALE PRESENTATION, 8-8:50am; SPRING PLANT SALE, 9am-1 pm, Location: 
Galveston County Fairgrounds, Jack Brooks Park-Rodeo Arena, Hwy 6 and Jack Brooks Rd, Hitchcock.281-309-5065.

SUN., FEB. 25: DAYLILY BLOOM DESCRIPTION by JEANNIE MALLICK, 2pm-3pm. Klein United Methodist Church, Christian
Life Center, Room #C112, 5920 FM 2920, Spring, TX 77388. Free. Cypress Creek Daylily Club event.
www.cypresscreekdaylilyclub.simplesite.com
 
MON., FEB. 26: SOIL FOOD WEB & COMPOST AND MULCHES, 9am-noon, Mercer Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine Westfield
Road, Humble. Texas Gulf Coast Gardener program. Register: Jennifer L. Garrison, 713-274-4160 

FRI., MAR.9: THOSE ADDORABLE HUMMERS by SUE HEATH. 10 am. White Oak Convention Center., 7603 Antoine. Free.
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs event. houstonfederationgardenclubs.org 

SUN., MAR. 25: STEWARDSHIP OF THE SOIL by JOHN FERGUSON, 6pm, Sunday Evening Conversations on Creation
Webinar, Lisa Brenskelle, brenskelle@aol.com 

mailto:galvcountymgs@gmail.com
http://www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
mailto:galvcountymgs@gmail.com
http://www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
mailto:galvcountymgs@gmail.com
http://www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
mailto:galvcountymgs@gmail.com
http://www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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SUN., MAR. 25: HIBISCUS CARE by MARTI GRAVES, 2pm-3pm. Klein United Methodist Church, Christian Life Center, Room
#C112, 5920 FM 2920, Spring, TX 77388. Free. Cypress Creek Daylily Club event. www.cypresscreekdaylilyclub.simplesite.com

FRI., APRIL 13: THE WORLD OF SEED by ANGELA CHANDLER. 10am., White Oak Convention Center, 7603 Antoine, Free.
Houston Federation of Garden Clubs event. houstonfederationgardenclubs.org.

MON., MAY 14: INTRODUCTION TO THE SOIL FOOD WEB by JOHN FERGUSON, 6:30pm, University of Houston at Clear
Lake, Forest Room on East of Bayou Building. Native Plant Society of Texas at Clear Lake Martha Richeson, 713-962-7747 

FRI. MAY 11: HONEY BEES - JAMES AND CHARI OF BLUEBONNET BEEKEEPERS. 10am. White Oak Convention Center,
7603 Antoine. Free. Houston Federation of Garden Clubs event. houstonfederationgardencllubs.org.

 

If we inspire you to attend any of these, please let them know you heard about it in . . .  

THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER! 
& please patronize our Newsletter & Calendar sponsors below! 

 
PLEASE READ BEFORE

SUBMITTING AN EVENT FOR THIS CALENDAR. 
Events NOT submitted in the EXACT written format below may take two weeks or longer

to be reformatted/retyped. After that point, if your event does not appear, please email us. 
 Sorry, no children's programs. - Submit to: lazygardener@sbcglobal.net 

 
IF WE INSPIRE YOU TO ATTEND ANY OF THESE EVENTS, PLEASE TELL SPONSORS YOU HEARD ABOUT IT IN 

 T HE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER 
  
 
 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS MADE
 POSSIBLE BY THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS

http://microlifefertilizer.com/

http://www.fslandscaping.net/ 

http://microlifefertilizer.com/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.fslandscaping.net/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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www.grandifloraservices.com 

http://natureswayresources.com/ 

                                             

                                                ABOUT US

 
BRENDA BEUST SMITH
 
WE KNOW HER BEST AS THE LAZY GARDENER . . .  

. . . but  Brenda  Beust Smith is also: 

   * a national award-winning writer & editor 
   * a nationally-published writer &  photographer 
   * a national horticultural speaker 
   * a former Houston Chronicle reporter 
    
When the Chronicle discontinued  Brenda 's 45-year-old Lazy Gardener" print column a couple of years ago,
it ranked as the longest-running, continuously-published local newspaper column in the Greater Houston
area. 

Brenda 's gradual sideways step from Chronicle reporter into gardening writing led first to an 18-year series
of when-to-do-what Lazy Gardener Calendars, then to her Lazy Gardener's Guide book and now to her Lazy
Gardener's Guide on CD (which retails for $20. However, $5 of every sale is returned to the sponsoring
group at her speaking engagements). 

A Harris County Master Gardener,  Brenda  has served on the boards of many Greater Houston area
horticulture organizations and has hosted local radio and TV shows, most notably a 10+-year Lazy Gardener
run on HoustonPBS (Ch. 8) and her call-in "EcoGardening" show on KPFT-FM.  

Brenda recently ended her decades-long stint as Production Manager of the Garden Club of America's
BULLETIN magazine. Although still an active horticulture lecturer and broad-based freelance writer, 

http://www.grandifloraservices.com/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://natureswayresources.com/?utm_source=228TH&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Brenda's main focus now is   THE LAZY GARDENER & FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER
with John Ferguson and Mark Bowen of Nature's Way Resources. 

A native of New Orleans and graduate of St. Agnes Academy and the University of Houston,  Brenda  lives
in Aldine and is married to the now retired Aldine High School Coach Bill Smith. They have one son, Blake.

Regarding this newsletter, Brenda is the lead writer, originator of it and the daily inspiration for it. We so
appreciate the way she has made gardening such a fun way to celebrate life together for such a long time. 
 
 
JOHN FERGUSON
 
John is a native Houstonian and has over 27 years of business experience. He owns Nature's Way
Resources, a composting company that specializes in high quality compost, mulch, and soil mixes. He holds
a MS degree in Physics and Geology and is a licensed Soil Scientist in Texas. 
 
John has won many awards in horticulture and environmental issues. He represents the composting industry
on the Houston-Galveston Area Council for solid waste. His personal garden has been featured in several
horticultural books and "Better Homes and Gardens" magazine. His business has been recognized in the
Wall Street Journal for the quality and value of their products. He is a member of the Physics Honor Society
and many other professional societies.   John is is the co-author of the book Organic Management for the
Professional. 
 
For this newsletter, John contributes articles regularly and is responsible for publishing it.
 
 
MARK BOWEN
 
Mark is a native Houstonian, a horticulturist, certified permaculturist and organic specialist with a
background in garden design, land restoration and organic project management. He is currently the general
manager of Nature's Way Resources. Mark is also the co-author of the book Habitat Gardening for Houston
and Southeast Texas, the author of the book Naturalistic Landscaping for the Gulf Coast, co-author of
the Bayou Planting Guide and contributing landscape designer for the book Landscaping Homes: Texas. 
 
With respect to this newsletter, Mark serves as a co-editor and periodic article contributor.
 
 
 
PABLO HERNANDEZ
 
Pablo Hernandez is the special projects coordinator for Nature's Way Resources. His realm of
responsibilities include: serving as a webmaster, IT support, technical problem solving/troubleshooting,
metrics management, quality control, and he is a certified compost facility operator.
 
Pablo helps this newsletter happen from a technical support standpoint. 
 

 

 
 
 

Save 50% END OF SEASON CLEARANCE SALE AT NATURE'S WAY RESOURCES
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            MOST PLANTS 50% OFF (WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS)

                 101 SHERBROOK CIRCLE, CONROE TX  
              www.natureswayresources.com or 936-321-6990 
 

Offer Expires: WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Confirm that you like this.

Click the "Like" button.
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