
May 2, 2014

Dear Friends,

Here is the 56th issue of our weekly gardening newsletter for Houston, the Gulf Coast and beyond. This a project
of The Lazy Gardener, Brenda Beust Smith, John Ferguson and Mark Bowen (both John and Mark are with
Nature's Way Resources). We also have a great supporting cast of contributing writers and technical specialists
who will chime in and tweak away regularly. We would love to keep receiving your input on this newsletter . . . .
comments . . . . suggestions . . . . questions. . . .Email your thoughts to: lazygardenerandfriends@gmail.com.
Thanks so much for your interest.
 
Please  or sign yourself up to receive this newsletter by clicking the "Join Our Mailing List" link just below. We will
never sell or share our mailing list to protect the privacy of our subscribers.

Enjoy!

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1112503958110
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* Experiment with rain barrels. They can be as utilitarian as a large garbage can positioned beneath a roof V
where rain water pours down, or as decorative as this one above at right that helps keep plants alive in Mel
Basham's gardens.  
 
Rain barrels are readily available and come with soaker hose attachments that can be laid throughout beds.  The
City of Houston's Green Houston website offers rain barrels at reduced rates. Order deadline is Friday, June 6.
Details on this and similar city projects:  http://www.codegreenhouston.org/
 
Know of any other rain barrel programs? Do share.  
 
In the meantime, if you need to put in new plants, select those have the lowest water requirements. Often these
are touted as drought-tolerant, low-water, or xeriscape plants. But beware!

Xeriscaping is a great technique for Central and East Texas gardeners who have extremely well draining
soil. Our rich-yet-heavy gumbo clay soil tends to hold water, especially during our spring and fall monsoons. This
means any plants recommended for a xeriscape (low-water) garden must be in a raised, or extremely well-
drained area here.
 
Email me at lazygardener@sbcglobal.net and I'll send you a list of my Favorite Lazy Gardener Plants (for sun and
shade) for this area. No guarantees these will survive a horribly dry summer, but as a general rule they pretty durn
hardy.
 
Rain gardens, which will route this excessive rainfall into our subsoils, are also a win-win solution.
 
Have a low spot where water stands after a rain?  Don't fill it in. Dig it deeper.  Two- to three-foot in the center if
you can with sides sloping outward.

Fill with rocks or gravel. Into the gravel plant flowers like crinums, giant white spider lilies and Louisiana iris. If
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